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Dates for the Diary- 

Sorry I got in a bit of a tangle last 

month regarding dates. 

 

Bro Charles Carr's Installation 
into the chair of the Lodge of 

Good Endeavour, 8258 meeting at 

Warrington is on Monday, 28th 

February,  Alan Brodie is co-

ordinating the guest list, and 

needs to know ASAP so that 

the necessary meals may be 

booked - Lodge night will be 

too late so please phone Alan 

on  0151 424 3593. 

 

Trafalgar Group Ladies 

Festival 

Saturday, 11th March, this is 

a revival of the 6th Group 'do' 

that used to be held at the 

Grafton which were always so 

well supported by Downshire.  

Let's show our support for the 

new Group. 

 

Ladies' Night is to be on 

Saturday, 25th March, at the 

Hall. 

Names and numbers will be 

taken at the February meeting. 

 

Trafalgar Group Sponsored 

Walk will take place on 

Sunday, 7th May starting at 

the Hall over an as yet secret 

route.  Alex Rowan and Alan 

Brodie will be there 

representing the Lodge and 

sponsorship cards will be available 

at the next meeting so that you 

may demonstrate your support. 

 

Police masons to set up new 
lodge  

(From the Sunday Times, 6th Feb 

'00) 

 

"POLICE officers in West Mercia 

are planning to establish a new 

masonic lodge in defiance of 

Home Office concerns, writes Nick 

Fielding.  

 

The new lodge, due to be launched 

in June, would be open to anyone  

 

 

 

 

 

 

who has taken the police 

constable's oath, including retired 

officers and special constables.  

 

No separate police-only lodge has 

ever existed in the force, although 

there has been a Masonic Police 

Correspondence Circle within the 

force for the past 10 years. 

According to one source, up to 

200 officers from the force of 

1,200 and a further 100 retired 

officers are likely to join. They 

will meet four times a year at 

Shrewsbury, Ludlow, Hereford 

and Worcester. Few, if any, are 

likely to register membership.  

 

 

Last April Jack Straw, the home 

secretary, gave chief constables 

three weeks to set up voluntary 

registers for officers to declare 

whether they were masons. Very 

few officers have responded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faced with intransigence from 

rank and file policemen, the home 

affairs select committee said last 

May that officers who refused to 

disclose affiliations should be 

publicly named. They pointed to 

several scandals, where they 

alleged that fears of improper 

masonic influence "may well be 

justified".  

 

A source close to the 

home secretary said: "If it 

is shown that the 

voluntary code is not 

working, then primary 

legislation will have to be 

considered in some form."  

 

News from the net... 

Not a lot happening 

except for tales of the 

problems caused by 

mobile phones going off 

during meetings.  But a 

realisation that in today's 

world many people are 

expected to be 'on call' 

virtually 24 hours a day.  

General consensus is that 

while switch off is the 

ideal situation,  'vibrate 

mode' is just about 

acceptable though some 

people suggest leaving all 

mobiles with the Tyler! 

 

For those of you that have the 

morbid curiosity of wandering 

through graveyards, I recommend 

to you the Politicians Graveyard 

site that includes various 

categories including that of 

Freemasons, with a tremendous 

amount of information. Namely: 

http://politicalgraveyard.com/grou

p/masons/ 

 

I have mentioned Rosslyn Chapel, 

near Edinburgh, in an earlier 

edition of Scribbles and there is 

small group of masons, who are 

dicussing the possibilty of 

founding a research lodge, the 

Downshire Lodge No 594 
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Put yourself in the picture! 
 

The Lodge photoshoot will be at 

Hope Street on Saturday, 1st April 

at 09.30 AM. 

 

It's been along time since the 

members had their photograph taken 

- last done in 1951 on the occasion 

of the Lodge Centenary. 

 

Our 150th is next year so it's about 

time we had another group photo 

taken to celebrate that event and to 

mark the Millennium. 

 

Evening dress/morning suit plus full 

regalia please.  

PIGs welcome! 

http://politicalgraveyard.com/group/masons/
http://politicalgraveyard.com/group/masons/


focus of the research being 

Rosslyn Chapel. 

 

If this is something in which you 

are interested, please take a look at 

www.fly.to/rosslyn 

 

 

 

 

Day to day maintenance at the 

Hall is carried out by members of 

our own staff wherever possible.  

They are handicapped by a lack of 

decent tools and would appreciate 

donations of unwanted tools.  In 

particular they are looking for a 

pop rivet gun and a plane.  Can 

you help?  Offers to Paul 

Robinson at the Hall. 

 

Mark Masonry 

 

A number of us 

attended the after-

proceedings of the 

Temperance Mark 

Lodge Installation Meeting on 1st 

February.  So what is Mark 

Masonry?  The following is an 

extract from Keith B Jackson's 

book 'Beyond the Craft' so I feel it 

is quite proper to quote from it as 

it is unlikely that any secrets will 

have been disclosed. 

 

' The ceremony of admission is 

called 'advancement' and 

chronologically the degree follows 

that of Fellow Craft (as it does in 

Scotland).  It is one of the oldest 

and most interesting grades of 

freemasonry and today 

incorporates two degrees, for the 

candidate is first acknowledged as 

a Mark Man and subsequently 

advanced as a Mark Master Mason 

in the same ceremony.  It appears 

that the ceremony grew out of an 

ancient ceremony in which each 

craftsman selected for himself a 

private mark with which he might 

designate his particular work and 

this mark was duly registered with 

the constituted authority.  The 

legend of the degree is singularly 

instructive and well founded on 

statements of Holy Writ, relating 

to the period in the building of the 

Temple prior to the death of Hiram 

Abiff; it teaches the lesson that 

education is the reward of labour 

and contains a dramatic message, 

that fraud can never succeed.  The 

symbol of the degree is the 

keystone on which is engraved 

certain mystic letters, the meaning 

of which is revealed during the 

ceremony.' 

 

You are now as knowledgable as I 

am about Mark Masonry and if 

you wish to persue this avenue of 

advancement in masonic 

knowledge there are a number of 

Mark Masons lodges meeting at 

the Hall.   There are over 1550 

lodges working under the UGLoE. 

 

The degree lays great emphasis on 

charity and has just donated a fleet 

of ambulances to the St John's 

Ambulance Brigade to celebrate 

the Millennium. 

 

Sick Call... 

No reports of any sickness this 

month.  It was nice to see Bro 

Alex Gould back on his feet and in 

lodge last month.  We hope to see 

W.Bro Arnold Redfearn with us 

again soon 

.Congratulations to.. 

W.Bros Adrian McLoughlin and 

Alex Rowan who have both been 

offered appointments as PPrSGD 

in Provincial Grand Lodge.  Well 

done! 

 

They will be invested with their 

new ranks at the Provincial Grand 

Lodge to be held at Blackpool on 

Tuesday, 23rd May. 

 

I'm sure many of us will be there 

to show them our support.  

Perhaps we can get up a coach ? 

 

Congratulations too to Glenys and 

Bill Johnson who celebrated their 

Silver Wedding anniversary earlier 

this month. 

 

And finally ... 

A fundamentalist Christian couple 

felt it important to own an 

equally fundamentally Christian 

pet. So, they went shopping for a 

an appropriate animal - a St 

Bernard. 

 

At a kennel specialising in this 

particular breed, they found a dog 

they liked quite a lot. When they 

asked the dog to fetch the Bible, 

he did it in a flash. 

 

When they instructed him to look 

up Psalm 23, he complied 

equally fast, using his paws with 

dexterity. They were impressed, 

purchased the animal, and went 

home. 

 

That night they had friends over. 

They were so proud of their new 

fundamentalist dog and his major 

skills, they called in the dog and 

showed off a little. 

 

The friends were impressed and 

asked whether the dog was able 

to do any of the usual dog tricks as 

well. This stopped the couple 

cold, as they hadn't thought about 

"normal" tricks. 

 

"Well," they said, "Let's try this 

out."  Once more they called the 

dog and they clearly pronounced 

the command, "Heel!" 

 

Quick as a wink, the dog jumped 

up, put his paw on the man's 

forehead, closed his eyes in 

concentration and bowed his 

head... 

 

http://www.fly.to/rosslyn

