
 
 
 

s  the song goes, "Oh, what 
a night it was it really was 

such a night." 
 
At the risk of going on like Ken 
Dodd who thanks everyone 
from the Theatre Manager to 
the Theatre Cat I would like to 
say how much I appreciated all 
the hard work that went into 
making the Installation the 
success it undoubtedly was. 
 
Thanks to everyone who took 
part.  Thanks to those who 
brought guests.  Thanks to all 
of you who supported the 
Lodge by just being there. 
 
I enjoyed the evening and I'd 
like to think that everyone else 
enjoyed the evening as much 
as I did.  Here's looking forward 
to a GREAT year! 
 

 

Sick call: 
 

 
W.Bro Charles Colegate was 
conspicuous by his absence for 
the Installation.  Charles has 
had a very serious operation 
and a card was sent around the  
tables so that we could  wish 
Charles all the best. 

Dates for the Diary: 
Sunday, 6th December at 
3.00pm, Family Carol Service 
at St Lukes, Everton.  All  are 
welcome so come along and 
sing your hearts out.  
Refreshments afterwards in the 
Church Rooms. 
 

 
Saturday, 19

th
 December,  

Ladies to Dinner, at Hope 
Street.  There will be a short 
Lodge Meeting followed by an  
evening of fun, food and 
friendship.  Details still being 
worked on but a function such 
as this could be an opportunity 
to introduce non-masons to 
Downshire Lodge. Donations of 
raffle prizes would be 
appreciated. 
 
Saturday 21

st
 November, is the 

Scottish Dance Night, 6.30 for 
7.00.  Good food, Scottish 
Dancing, pipes, and a 
singalong.  All for £17. Mike 

Winterbottom the Group Social 
Rep is the man to contact on 
0151 339 6009. 
 
27

th
 November is the Whisky 

Evening at Hope Street.  
(Chaps only I'm afraid!)A few 
drams, a heap of haggis, an 
earful of the pipes - what more 
could you ask? Did I hear you 
say 'a comedian'?  Of course 
there's a comedian.  Tickets 
just £10.  Speak to Dave Jones 
who is acting as the go-
between with John Doig, St 
Peters Lodge, who is master-
minding the event. John's 
number is 0151 428 7180. 
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NEWS FROM THE 
NET 

een some interesting chit 
chat of late about the 
Charity Plate.  Three 

matters have been exercising 
the bandwidth.  The first is how 
much is it reasonable to expect 
as a donation these days?  In 
1976 a common donation was 
50p.  Taking into account 
inflation etc. that 50p should 
have gone up to £2 now - it so 
happens that the new £2 fits 
quite happily into the frame 
here.  Many Charity Stewards 
are aware that the £1 barrier is 
hard to break and one tends to 
get a rough headcount of 
attendance at Lodge, and 
indeed Provincial Lodge, by 
simply translating the Charity 
Plate into bodies. 
 
Secondly it should be 
recognised that the Charity 
plate is only one method of 
raising money and should 
perhaps be considered as the 
'symbolic' way of showing our 
commitment to the cause of 
charity. While raffles and social 
functions add considerably to 
funds, the preferred method 
should be via the medium of a 
Covenant through the Charity 
Steward.  Covenants of course 
have tax benefits and a number 
of Brethren had covenants for 
the 1997 Festival, which have 
now ceased.  The amount need 
not be large - even £10 a year 
from each of us would help. 
 
The third point raised 
considerable correspondence 
and was the question of how 
monies should be collected in 
the Lodge.  An open plate can 
cause embarrassment should a 
Brother have only a small 
amount to give for whatever 
reason.  I have myself at times 
been able to place only a small 
amount on the plate due to lack 
of change.  I have tried to 
remember to compensate by 
buying additional raffle tickets. 
 
Some lodges use collecting 
bags (one lodge has made 
them out of an old pair of 
gauntlets) which serve a 

twofold purpose. Firstly it 
conceals the amount being put 
in and, secondly, a brother in 
dire need can take money out - 
in Scotland it is not unknown 
for a Lodge Treasurer to put 
some money into the bag 
before it starts its journey just 
to cover this situation.  Some 
Lodges send out small brown 
envelopes with the circular and 
it is the envelopes that are 
deposited on the plate.  This 
method has a side benefit in 
that should a Brother wish to 
specify a particular charity to 
which the money should go he 
simply writes the name of that 
charity on the envelope. 
 
Does anyone have any strong 
views on this matter? 

Are we really? 
ne of the verses of the 
'Accepted Mason' which is 

not always sung goes: 
 
"We're true and sincere and 
just to the fair, 
Who will trust us on any 
occasion, 
No mortals can more the ladies 
adore, 
Than a Free and an Accepted 
Mason." 
 
The reason I ask 'are we 
really?' is that on leaving the 
Hall some weeks ago there 
was a lady waiting just inside 
the door.  She had called to 
collect her husband and had 
been sitting outside in the car 
when a beggar approached her 
and tapped on the window 
asking for money.  She was 
frightened and when he left she 
took refuge in the Hall. But, and 
this is the point I wish to make, 
she didn't feel comfortable at 
the thought of waiting in the 
bar.  Isn't that sad?  Surely 
none of our ladies should feel 
inhibited about coming into the 
bar area at any time.  Go to 
other Halls, and I will name just 
two, Preston and Warrington, 
and towards the end of the 
evening it is not uncommon for 
there to be a number of ladies 
waiting in the bright warmth of 

the bar to collect their loved 
ones. 

Did you know that 
there was a Lodge warranted in 
1927 named the Builders of the 
Silent Cities, No 4948, formed 
by Brethren responsible for the 
upkeep of war cemeteries?  
Something to ponder on 
Remembrance Day. 
 

As I write this 
there is a Mason whizzing 
about the earth above us.  Bro. 
John Glenn is currently closer 
to the Grand Lodge Above - 
metaphorically speaking of 
course - than any of us.  Now 
that's what I call an Absent and 
Seafaring Brother!  I'm sure we 
wish him a safe return to his 
native land. 
 

Kath's Korner:- 
Recognising that I am not 
known for keeping my opinions 
to myself and at the risk of 
sounding like a peeved 
alcoholic I feel I must express 
my disappointment at ladies 
being excluded from the 
forthcoming Whiskey Tasting 
evening, when non-masons are 
welcome - provided they are 
male! 
 
At this point in time I wish to 
remain non-judgemental but 
would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who can give me a 
good reason as to why ladies 
should not attend.  I can be 
reached on my e-mail address: 
khjones@btinternet.com 

And finally: 
ips for children: 
 

 
"When you want something 
expensive, ask your 
grandparents. 
 
Never get smart with a teacher 
whose eyes and ears are 
twitching. 
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When your dad is mad and 
asks you, "Do I look stupid?" - 
DON'T answer him." 
 
Don't flush the toilet when your 
dad's in the shower. 
 
  
 
 
 


