
Remember - there is 
NO Festive Board this 
month. 

Out & about: 

A small group of us went to 

Cheshire View, Christleton, near 

Chester to witness an 

'Exemplification of the Entered 

Apprentice Degree' as practised 

in the State of Vermont, and 

sponsored by West River Anchor 

Lodge #57, Londonderry, 

Vermont, USA. 

 

It took us a little while to find the 

place but during a 'refreshment 

stop' in a pub another brother 

seeking similar refreshment 

pointed us in the correct 

direction.  Cheshire View is 

appropriately named and has the 

appearance of a country club with 

ample parking.  Inside it is 

beautifully appointed and the 

lodge room we were in had 

incorporated some of the stained 

glass windows, which had been 

relocated from the Hall they had 

occupied in Chester for so many 

years. 

 

There were some 35 masons over 

from Vermont and what an 

impressive sight they made.  

They wore tuxedos to a man and 

the officers' chains were almost 

as elaborate as those worn by our 

most senior provincial Officers.  

The standard of the ritual was 

uniformly high (I base this on the 

fact that there were few, if any, 

prompts given), this was all the 

more remarkable when you 

consider that the 'team' working 

the degree was drawn from 

almost a dozen different lodges. 

 

This is not the place to go into 

any detail of the workings; 

suffice it to say that it was 

instantly recognisable to us - with 

some embellishments.  During 

the course of the evening the 

history of the development of 

masonry in Vermont was 

explained.  It had derived from 

English or Scottish travelling 

military lodges.  Some famous 

US masons were mentioned and, 

yes, John Wayne was amongst 

them. 

 

The FB was, in my opinion, one 

of the best I have enjoyed 

anywhere, the vegetable soup 

being definitely 'chunky'.  One of 

the delightful features of the 

evening was the introduction as 

toast number 2 'To the Office of 

the President of the United States 

of America', followed by one 

verse of the 'Star Spangled 

Banner'.  As the FB was hosted 

by the Vermont masons we were 

spared the confusion of masonic 

'fire' as practised in Cheshire - 

apart from after the response to 

the Visiting Brethren. 

 

We had a smashing time and 

regretted that we had not booked 

ourselves in to witness the 

exemplifications of the Second 

and Third Degrees, which were to 

be given later in the week. ~~~~ 

Dates for the diary: 

Saturday, 30 May, W.Bro Dave 

Newland, one of our most 

popular PIGs, is currently Master 

of Allerton Lodge, No 6653, 

based at Woolton Hall.   Allerton 

are holding a Buffet Dance at 

Garston MH and it would be nice 

if as many of us as possible 

would give W.Bro Dave our 

support.  Entertainment by the 

Group 'Fiveways'. Tickets priced 

at just £8.50 are available from 

Dave on 0151 420 3156.  Please  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

let him know by Tuesday, 19 

May.   ~~~ 

 

Saturday, 26 September, W Bro 

Brian Page, FLA, P.A.G.D.C. 

will give the official Prestonian 

Lecture 1998. at the Forte 

Posthouse Hotel, Wood Lane, 

Runcorn at 3.00 p.m. 

 

 

The Lecture is about the Life and 

Times of Elias Ashmole who was 

the earliest English Freemason to 

leave a record of his initiation. 

 

Attendance at the Lecture only, 

costs £3 and to attend both the 

lecture and the FB which is to 

follow will cost £18.  Closing 

date to book places (which are 

limited) is 22 August and I will 

be pleased to co-ordinate the 

booking.  I will take names, and 

money, at the May Meeting.  

Cheques to be made out to 

'Mersey Valley Lodge of 

Installed Masters 9057'. 

 

Thursday, 22 October is our 

Installation and it is hoped that 

we will be honoured by the 

presence of a Very Important 

Mason (VIM).  It would be good 

if we could have a bumper 

turnout of both Brethren and 

guests.  So be there and bring a 

Brother (or two!). 

 

Sunday, 15 November at the 

Royal Court, Liverpool - Three 

Tenors from the Welsh National 

Opera will be giving a 

performance, the proceeds of 

which will go towards the Hope 

Street Hall Building Restoration 

Fund.  More details later. ~~~~~ 

 

A reminder that Ladies to Dine 

this year is to be held on a 

Saturday - 19 December. ~~~~~ 

May 1998 

Edited etc by: W. Bro Dave Jones 

3 Beech Avenue, 

LIVERPOOL 

L17 7EN 

 

Tel/Fax: 0151 727 7565 

E-mail: dojones@btinternet.com 



19/20 March 1999 - 

is the date of the long-awaited 

weekend away - henceforth to be 

known as the 'Pamper Your 

Partner' Weekend.  A separate 

flyer is enclosed with this 

newsletter as well as a response 

slip and return envelope as it is 

necessary to get bookings 

confirmed as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

Trafalgar Group News 

W.Bro Roy Cowley has been 

appointed Group Almoner.  

W.Bro Dave Jones has been 

invited to produce a Group 

Newsletter. 

Whither Freemasonry? 

You may recall that a number of 

us attended a meeting at Hope 

Street on 30 March to discuss 

Masonry and its place in the 

modern world.  Some 130 

Brethren attended and there was a 

lively discussion.  It is not 

possible to summarise here all the 

points raised but these are just a 

few: 

 Consider hiring professional 

PR people to publicise the 

positive aspects of masonry, 

in particular the charitable 

donations to worthy causes, 

which currently pass un-

noticed. 

 UGLoE should actively resist 

the current climate which is 

insisting that masons in the 

police/judiciary register their 

names  

 Public perception is of an old 

man's club 

 We are subject to increasing 

prejudice, petty jibes and 

jokes 

 Myth persists that we are 

committed to 'jobs for the 

boys' 

 The Internet is of growing 

importance - young people 

are at ease in this medium 

and there are already plenty 

of masonic web sites 

 Secrecy - there are already 

60,000 books about masonry 

and TV has had sufficiently 

detailed programmes to 

ensure that there are few, if 

any, secrets left to be 

exposed! 

 Are the public really 

interested in our 'secrets' or is 

it the other 'unhealthy' 

perceptions which concern 

them? 

 Open days - the majority of 

the brethren present were in 

favour 

 Could lodges invite 

wives/friends into the lodge 

room and explain the 

working of the lodge, the 

officers and something of the 

symbolism involved 

 Costs - are masonic functions 

too expensive 

 Are masonic functions 

attractive to potential 

younger brethren?  If not 

what would attract them? 

 We need to make more use 

of the free UGLoE 

pamphlets already available 

from Provincial Office 

 We need to have similar 

meetings to this at regular 

intervals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sick Parade 

I spoke to Comp.John Lawrence 

the other day (Mon 27 April), he 

is back home and sounds almost 

like his own cheerful self.  I 

passed on to him the best wishes 

of the Companions of Downshire 

Chapter.  He lives in Stanley 

Road, Bootle, and if anyone 

would like to give him a call his 

number is 0151 922 1194, I know 

he'd really appreciate it. ~ 

Freemasonry Today 

I'm not sure how many of us 

subscribe to Freemasonry Today 

but those who do will have found 

the interview with the MP Chris 

Mullins quite an eye-opener as an 

example of how masonry can be 

damaged by slur, innuendo and 

naked prejudice. 

 

There was also a transcript of that 

part of the Committee 

Proceedings, which involved 

Cmdr. Higham, the Grand 

Secretary, and an analysis of the 

whole affair by Gavin Purser, 

President of the Board of General 

Purposes. 

 

Other articles, in lighter vein, 

were about how masonry in 

America followed the railroads, 

and a fascinating article by David 

Peabody, President of the Goose 

& Gridiron Society, about the 

'Old London' Public House which 

was home to many London 

lodges as far back as 1736.  It 

was to the 'Old London' we went 

last year to celebrate the 

unveiling of the Blue Plaque 

marking the site of the original 

G&G. 

And finally: 

This was the Closing Charge 

delivered at the Vermont 

Demonstration Team Meeting, 

and I leave you to ponder it 

during the recess: 

 

'We are about to quit this sacred 

retreat of friendship and virtue, to 

mix again with the world. Amidst 

its concerns and employments, 

forget not the duties which you 

have heard so frequently 

inculcated and forcibly 

recommended in the lodge.  Be 

diligent, prudent, temperate, 

discreet.  Remember that at the 

altar of Freemasonry you have 

promised to befriend and relieve 

every Brother who shall need 

your assistance; and to remind 

him of his faults, and aid in his 

reformation.  Let it also be 

remembered that every human 

being has a claim on your kind 

offices.  Do good unto all.  

Recommend it more especially 

"to the household of the faithful."  

Finally Brethren, be ye all of one 

mind; live in peace; and may the 

God of love and peace delight to 

dwell with and bless you." ----- 

 

Scribbles will be back in 

September - enjoy the break. 



 

 
 
 


