
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have a new computer, 

I’m sure it’s very good, 

But I’ve yet to get the hang of it, 

It’s all as clear as mud. 

I was happy using Amipro, 

It was my little friend, 

But Microsoft is different, 

And I’m nearly at wits end. 

But I’ll persevere - I have no 

choice, 

I’ll master it I’m sure. 

But ‘til I do, be patient, 

Don’t come knocking at my door, 

I’m feeling really stupid, 

I know I’m not this daft, 

Does anyone have Bill Gates 

address? 

And is he in the Craft? 

 

Group Goings On 

 

By now I’m sure you have heard 

of the changes to the Groups.  The 

easiest way to summarise the 

situation is that there is to be a 

Woolton Hall Group, a Garston 

Group, a Bootle Group and 4 

Groups to service the Lodges and 

Chapters at Hope Street.  The 

Lodges and Chapters in the Sixth 

Group that met at Hope Street will 

combine with those from the Third 

Group to form a new Trafalgar 

Group.  Sadly we are losing 

W.Bro Alan Sale as our Chairman 

- he has decided to retire to enable 

him to devote more time to his 

business commitments. 

 

Our new Chairman will be W.Bro 

Ken Forshaw, PJGD, (ex the 

Friendly Fifth) the Vice-Chairman 

will be W.Bro. S. R. C. Jefferies 

(again ex Fifth), There is 

continuity in the form of W.Bro 

Tom Liddell, P.Pr.G.Supt.Wks. as 

Group Secretary. 

 

Of interest to Chapter 

Companions is that the 7th Group 

is to combine with the 8th Group 

to form the Wellington Group. 

W.Bro H S Jones, PAGDC, will 

be the Chairman with W.Bro P A 

Taylor, PPrSGD, as Vice 

Chairman.  No word on the 

Secretary as yet. 

 

We retain W.Bro. Rev. H E Ross 

as our Assistant PrGM for both 

the new Groups.  All changes take 

place with effect from Provincial 

Grand Lodge on 5 May. 

 

How will we be affected?  Who 

knows?  We will have to wait and 

see.   Perhaps the fact that we are 

all in the same boat – or building- 

might have a positive effect on the 

commitment to Hope Street, a 

building which perhaps we take 

somewhat for granted. 

Apologies 

I owe apologies to Maurice 

Francis who has achieved his 3 

score years and 10.  Also Alan 

Morton on his Provincial Chapter 

appointment to PPrPGS – my only 

excuse is that I didn’t want to 

embarrass the one and forgot the 

other because it was a ‘special’. 

Ladies' Night 

14 March was Ladies’ Night at 

Liverpool FC.  Some 65 ladies, 

gentlemen and brethren assembled 

and an excellent time was had by 

all. 

 

The meal was beautiful. The 

speeches appropriate to the 

occasion, Bert Norcott proposed 

the toast to the Ladies in his usual 

effusive manner and the response 

was most ably given by Jackie 

Balmer. 

 

Dancing was to Lemon Tree, a 

five piece combo who provided 

music to suit all tastes as was 

evidenced by the numbers who got 

up to dance immediately the music 

started – rare sight indeed. 

 

I certainly enjoyed the evening. 

 

As a minor footnote I had with me 

Bernard and Jean Williamson  - 

Founder Members of the Goose 

and Gridiron Society.  I had 

booked them into an hotel on the 

Riverfront in Liverpool (no names 

no pack drill) unaware that it has, 

shall I say, a very liberal 

atmosphere.  We had been out on 

the Friday evening and had had a 

drink and a quick look around the 

Hall.  On returning to the hotel at 

about 11.30 there was 

‘disturbance’ in the corridor 

outside their room and on 

investigating Bernard found a 

female shouting  and banging at a 



door. It was immediately 

noticeable, he said, that she was 

wearing a blouse.  That’s it – a 

blouse.  It was also noticeable that 

she was a BIG girl!!  Fortunately 

Jean came to Bernard’s rescue and 

after a bit of to-ing and fro-ing she 

was handed over to the care of the 

Night Porter. 

 

I mentioned this to Robbo who 

said that if I’d have asked him he 

would have told me it was ‘that 

sort of place’.  Ah well! you live 

and learn.  Bernard and Jean have 

not been put off and would like to 

visit Liverpool again.  Does 

anyone know of somewhere really 

nice for them to lodge? 

Dining 

Have you all told the Treasurer 

whether or not you are to be 

considered as 'normally dining' or 

'normally non-dining'?  If not 

would you please do so, so that his 

life may be made a little easier.  

Peter's number is 0151 486 1483.  

Thanks. 

Family Sunday Lunch 

In aid of the Liverpool Masonic 

Hall Building Fund.  Sunday, 26 

April, 12.30 for 1.00pm, in the 

Banqueting Suite at Hope Street. 

Fruit juice/Grapefruit Cocktail 

/Melon Segments 

Roast Topside of Beef/Deep Fried 

Cod in Batter/ Roast Half 

Chicken/Vegetable Lasagne 

Fresh Salad of choice.  Tea/Coffee 

 

All for just £5.50.  There is also a 

separate Children's' Menu for 

£3.00  Bookings to be made by 22 

April - I'll send you a booking 

form if you want to go, let me 

know ASAP.   Doj 

Sick Call - 

No news of any sickness among 

Lodge Members but Companions 

of Downshire Chapter will be 

concerned to hear that Comp John 

Lawrence is in Ward 2 at 

Fazackerley with waterworks 

trouble. It was good to have 

W.Bro.Terry Longworth back 

with us last meeting. 

Whither freemasonry? 

There was a 6/7 Group Meeting 

on 30 March as part of the nation-

wide consultations on the future of 

masonry.  Quite a lively meeting 

found no easy answers but there 

did seem to a general consensus 

that we need far better Public 

Relations than we currently have.  

A few days later both the Daily 

Post and the Echo included an 

item about Hope Street, featuring 

our R.W.Deputy P.G.M. Tom 

Blackburn in dramatic poses in the 

Hall.  In general the item was 

sympathetic while hinting that 

there were still hidden secrets. 

Above is an example of a bumper 

sticker freely available in the 

USA.  How many of us would be 

happy to display one on our car?  

And if not why not? 

 

Overall it seems fair to say that 

masonry does have an image 

problem. We have always been 

reticent about how much we give 

to charity - and the fact that it all 

comes out of our own pockets 

rather than as a result of holding a 

public collection or whatever.  We 

could make a bit of start by 

sharing with our wives the 

information distributed by Grand 

Lodge regarding the donations to 

non-masonic charities.  We also 

need to attract good quality young 

candidates - the average age of 

W.Lancs masons is about 65, self-

evident when you attend virtually 

any masonic gathering. 

 

It's clear that there are no easy 

answers.  I know many brethren 

would feel that their careers would 

be threatened if their membership 

were to become public.  A few 

speakers (all from the public 

sector) did make that point.  

Another point made was there is 

little, if any, hard evidence to link 

masonry with corruption in public 

life.  

 

What is also clear is the deafening 

silence from all those civil 

liberties groups who are quick to 

leap to the defence of any other 

'oppressed minority'.  I wonder 

why? 

Dates for The Diary 

Friday, 24 April at Liverpool FC, 

the Very Last 6
th

 Group Function, 

a buffet dance.  Tickets, at £13, 

from Roy Cowley, 0151 489 1280.  

Let's make this a Night to 

Remember.  It will be an 

opportunity to say 'Goodbye and 

thanks' to Alan Sale and his team. 

 

Tuesday, 12 May Provincial 

Grand Chapter in Preston where 

E.Comp Jim Fyles will receive his 

honour.  At least one carload will 

be going to support Jim.  All 

Comps. will be welcome. 

 

Next March - Weekend Away - 

still being planned.  Remember 

you can start to save in our Special 

Account via W.Bro Alan Brodie, 

who will accept cash or cheques.  

Must admit to having a few 

problems in particular in regard to 

the venue and the number of 

rooms I need to be booking.  More 

on this in next month's Scribbles. 

Out & About 

Had a good time at Mariners 

Lodge Old English Night at 

Woolton Hall - pity they will no 

longer be in the 6
th

 Group, and just 

as we were getting to know them.  

And finally …. 

A young policeman at his 

initiation and having just taken his 

obligation, is asked, "What do you 

most desire?" and before the 

deacon can prompt him he 

declares that it is, "To be a 

sergeant!" 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


