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What could possibly be the  

 

Welcome back ... 

Here we are at the start of the new 

season.  What will it bring? Who 

knows, it's down to us to make this 

year as successful as previous 

years and to build on what we 

have to make Downshire even 

better - better at our ritual, better at 

supporting our lodge and Group 

socials, better at practicing our 

masonry and adhering to our 

principles in the face of the 

general hositility of the world at 

large. Ask yourself, "What can I 

do this year to advance masonry in 

general and Downshire Lodge in 

particular?"  Then just do it! 

 

I have not had many reports of 

sickness during the recess though 

both Les Blower and Jim Fyles 

have had a few days in hospital 

thay are now both out and on the 

way to recovery. 

 

Dates for the diary: 

Tuesday, 5th October Provincial 

Grand Lodge at Blackburn. 

W Bro Bob Lowe will be 

receiving his promotion at this 

meeting.  A group of us will be 

going along to support Bob and all 

MMs are welcome to attend.  

Speak to DOJ or Roy if you would 

like to come along so we can 

consolidate lifts. 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY - 

Thursday, 11th November.  At 

11.00 am there will be a short 

Service of Remembrance at the 

War Memorial in the Main 

Corridor at the Hall.  This is an 

annual event that does not receive 

the publicity it might. Please join 

in this service of thanks to those 

who gave their lives for our 

freedom. 

 

BRITISH NIGHT -  Saturday, 20th 

November at the Hall.  Come and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

enjoy a Traditional Brass Band 

and Traditional Fare. Everybody 

welcome.  Contact Mike 

Winterbottom on 0151 339 6009 

 

MALT WHISKY TASTING  

Friday, 26th November at Hope 

Street.  (This is one for the lads 

only.) A repeat of last year's very 

successful event - Haggis, Neeps 

& Tatties, Piper, & Entertainer.  

Tickets £10 now or £12 on the 

Night.  Contacts John Doig on 

0151 428 7180 or David Jones on 

0151 727 7565. 

 

LADIES TO DINE  

Will be at Hope Street on 

Saturday, 18th December.  (Due to 

the By-law alteration there will be 

no Lodge Meeting).  

Did you know that - 

(contributed by Bro Brian 

Baker, J.D.) 

 

The longest lodge meeting in the 

history of Freemasonry took place 

in Gibraltar when a regular 

meeting of the Lodge of St John 

No 115 was opened in 1779 and 

closed in 1783. Perhaps 

installations aren’t that bad after  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

all! 

 

This intriguing fact came to my  

attention when I was serving with 

the Royal Regiment of Artillery in 

Gibraltar in 1980.  One of my first 

duties on being posted there was to 

prepare for the conferring of the 

Freedom of the City of Gibraltar 

on the Royal Regiment.  There 

was, of course, a parade, when the 

Royal Artillery exercised its new 

right to march through the city 

with their colours ( the guns) and 

with fixed bayonets.  It was my 

privilege to command the guns for 

the parade and the march through 

the city.   

 

In addition to the parade there 

were several presentations.  My 

own involvement in these 

proceedings was  twofold - firstly, 

the presentation of an authentic 

copy of a gun identified with the 

Great Siege of Gibraltar, built by 

my unit, and secondly, a 

presentation which took place at 

the Gibraltar Masonic Institute.  At 

this presentation,  gifts were 

exchanged between the Lodge of 

St John and the Royal Artillery to 

mark the services that the rendered 

to Gibraltar during the Great 
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Siege.  The Lodge of St John was 

first warranted on 5th September 

1767 at Perth in Scotland as a 

military travelling Lodge No 148 

in the 2nd Battalion, Royal 

Artillery.  In 1772 the Battalion 

was posted to Gibraltar and helped 

to defend the Fortress during the 

Great Siege.  The records show 

that when the siege commenced in 

1779, the Lodge was open and 

working.  The Brethren, all 

artillerymen, were called from 

labour to refreshment to man the 

guns and it was not until the lifting 

of the siege in 1783 that the 

Brethren again assembled and 

were called from refreshment to 

labour.  The Lodge was then 

closed in due form after three 

and a half years!.  It is also 

recorded that the following festive 

board consisted  (after such a long 

siege!) of bread, cheese and beer 

and we were given a similar repast 

after the presentations and 

speeches were completed in 1980.  

The Lodge eventually received a 

civilian Warrant from Grand 

Lodge in 1826 when the Gunners 

started to leave Gibraltar.  Also, 

special permission to use the 

Regimental Badge of the Royal 

Artillery on the Lodge Bannner 

was obtained and it is still 

emblazoned there to this day.  

 

Years later coming into 

Freemasonry myself brought this 

story to mind and eventually I 

made contact on the Internet, with 

RW Bro. Marcial Hanglin, who is 

the equivalent of the Provincial 

Grand Master for the Irish 

Constitution lodges in Gibraltar - 

he is also an affiliated member of 

the Lodge of St John No. 115 and 

as I later discovered was at that 

presentation in 1980.  We 

exchanged correspondence via e-

mail with the result that when 

Elaine and I were on holiday on 

the Costa del Sol in June, we 

visited Gibraltar and met with RW 

Bro Hanglin.  Marcial gave us a 

guided tour of the Gibraltar 

Masonic Institute, with the 

opportunity to take photographs - 

he also presented me with 

photographs taken in 1980.  The 

lodge currently has some 50 

members with an average of about 

20 or so attending Regular 

Meetings. It is also the only lodge 

under the District Grand Lodge, 

English Constitution to work 

Emulation in Spanish, although 

the ordinary business is conducted 

in English.  By way of  

coincidence, meeting nights are 

the same as ours, so that will add 

something more for me to the 9.30 

toast. 

 

It has been enjoyable learning 

more about the history of these 

events and I hope you have 

enjoyed reading about them. 

 

  (Editor's Footnote - In the 

booklet 'Liverpool Masonic Hall 

1858 - 1958' there is mention of a 

link to the aforementioned Siege 

of Gibraltar in the form of a 

collecting box made by Capt. John 

McNab.  A plate  recorded that the 

box was made from oak salvaged 

from a Spanish warship sunk at the 

Siege of Gibraltar in 1782.  

Carving on the sides show the 

aged and orphan in receipt of 

Masonic relief.  The ends were 

inlaid with boxwood in the design 

of an anchor at one end and the 

square and compasses on the 

other.  I have never seen this box 

and assume it was consumed in the 

Great Fire of '68.  doj)  

 

The Hall 

You will probably be aware that 

Bro Paul Robinson, MBE, has 

been appointed to the position of 

Hall Facilities Manager and I am 

sure you will join with me in 

wishing him well in his new post. 

 

You may also be interested to 

know that during the recess only 

four brethren managed to find the 

time to give the Hall practical 

assistance.  Three out of the four 

were from Downshire Lodge - and 

the fourth is a Downshire PIG. 

 

W Bro Alex Rowan did sterling 

work in the Egyptian Suite where 

his woodworking and polishing 

skills have materially helped turn 

that suite into something special.  

W Bro Alan Morton and Bro Bill 

Johnson worked in the Tuscan 

Dining Room along with W Bro 

Brian (the PIG) Humphries to 

redecorate it to a high standard.  

Alan and Brian painted and hung 

wallpaper while Bill patched the 

plaster. 

 

You will also be aware that the 

Hall is now doing its own catering 

again to try to increase the income 

to the Hall.  Initially you may not 

notice much difference - same 

chef, same staff, same menus - but 

over a period of time there should 

be a noticeable improvement. 

NEWS FROM THE NET 

 

Not a great deal happening but I 

did pick up this 'HUG' certificate 

which is a bit schmaltzy and 

touchy feely - but you might like 

it. 

 

A VIRTUAL HUG 

If I could catch a rainbow, 

I would do it just for you, 

And share with you its 

beauty, 

On the days you're feeling 

blue, 

If I could build a mountain, 

You could call your very 

own, 

A place to find serenity, 

A place to be alone, 

If I could take your troubles 

I would toss them in the sea, 

But all these things I'm 

finding Impossible for me, 

I cannot build a mountain, 

Or catch a rainbow fair, 

But let me be what I know 

best -  A friend whos always 

there! 

AND FINALLY ... 

A lonely frog telephoned the 

Psychic Hotline and asked what 

his future holds. 

 

His Personal Psychic Advisor tells 

him, "You are going to meet a 

beautiful young girl who will want 

to know everything about you." 

 

The frog is thrilled, "This is great! 

Will I meet her at a party?" he 

croaks. 

 

"No," says the psychic, "in a 

biology class." 


