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That which was lost... 

The Museum at Great Queen 

Street has a fine collection of 

jewels. However, you may know 

that the Downshire PM's Jewel 

belonging to the late W. Bro Tom 

Swift had not been available to 

view the last time I was in 

London.  I am pleased to report 

that I have been in touch with the 

Museum and the jewel is back in 

its rightful position.  The exhibits 

are rotated and if the jewel is not 

on display the staff will be pleased 

to bring it out of storage for you to 

view. 

 

While on the subject of PM's 

jewels we seem to have lost track 

of some of them.  It is the common 

practice for PM's jewels to be 

returned to the Lodge on first 

appointment to Provincial Grand 

Lodge.  This, however has not 

always been followed in some 

cases and whilst this does not yet 

cause a serious problem it would 

be nice to know who still holds a 

PM's jewel and to be reassured 

that the jewel will revert to the 

Lodge at some future date. It will 

come as no surprise to learn that 

the cost of a new PM's jewel 

would certainly run into 4 figures 

and hence we try to recycle them 

through the lodge. The Secretary 

will be dropping a line to all 

brethren holding Prov. Ranks 

asking for information regarding 

any jewels held. 

 

I was at a Lodge recently and one 

of their members had picked up a 

jewel at an auction and returned it 

to the appropriate lodge - which 

was delighted to have it back 

'home'.   Our jewels are part of our 

heritage and we need to look after 

them. 

 

I collected a few of Charles 

Colgate's masonic effects from his 

solicitors recently.  There were a 

couple of Chapter jewels and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Centenary jewels for both the 

Lodge and the Chapter.  Charles 

was a Past Master of a Cheshire 

Lodge and his PM's jewel has been 

returned to that Lodge.  I also 

collected his Chapter regalia 

which I will pass on to some 

worthy Companion and tell him 

from whence it came so that he 

may wear it with the same pride as 

did Charles. 

A word from the 
Treasurer... 

1999-2000 subscriptions are now 

due and Peter Francis will be 

pleased to receive your cheques, 

etc or discuss payment by standing 

order. 

Installation... 

W.Bro.Rev Harry Ross, PSGD, 

APrGM, will be attending our 

Installation on 28th October.  A 

booking slip is enclosed with the 

circular and it is vital that we 

know how many will be dining.  

Please return the slip whether or 

not you will be attending the 

Meeting.    Please bring a guest or 

two if you can - but don't forget to 

advise the Secretary so that the 

proper arrangements may be made. 

 

The Installation of Bro James 

Dean marks the end of my second 

term in the Office of Master and I 

would like to thank each and every 

one of you for the support I have 

enjoyed during the last year.  It 

was billed as the 'Year of 

Opportunity' and lived up to its 

billing.  I was delighted that so 

many people - and not just PMs -

took the opportunity to contribute 

to our ceremonies.  I was delighted 

that so many supported the social 

events.  I am delighted that the 

Lodge now seems to be back on an 

even keel, at least for a while, with 

a natural progression of officers up 

the ladder.    I know we are in for 

another good masonic year under 

Bro Jim's leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sick Call 

W Bro Maurice 

Francis  has been in 

hospital having some 

unmentionable 

things done to his 

bits and pieces.  Let 

us draw a large veil 

over all that and 

wish him a full and 

speedy recovery. 

 

Bro Alex Gould had 

a bad accident while 

doing a bit of DIY 

around the house and is not very 

mobile at the moment - nor likely 

to be for some time I fear.   He is 

in good spirits and wishes to be 

remembered to you all.  He will 

not be at the Installation as his 

footwear is confined to trainers 

and he does not think they would 

be appropriate! 

Dates for the Diary 

BRITISH NIGHT - 

Saturday, 20th November at the 

Hall.  Come and enjoy a 

Traditional Brass Band and 

Traditional Fare. Everybody 

welcome.  Contact Mike 

Winterbottom on 0151 339 6009 

 

MALT WHISKY TASTING  

Friday, 26th November at Hope 

Street.  (Sorry girls but this is one 

for the lads only!) A repeat of last 

year's very successful event - 

Haggis, Neeps & Tatties, Piper, & 

Entertainer.  Tickets £10 now or 

£12 on the Night.  Contacts John 

Doig on 0151 428 7180 or David 

Jones on 0151 727 7565. 

 

LADIES TO DINE  

Will be at Hope Street on 

Saturday, 18th December This 

will be Bro Jim's first Social and 

in the past one of our most 

successful functions - this year 

without the 'inconvenience' of 

having to hold a Lodge meeting! 
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Many of us enjoy visiting other 

Lodges and we are always 

welcome at other Lodges' socials 

too.  W.Bro Dave Newland - a 

familiar face at our meetings - is a 

member of Allerton Lodge (they 

meet at Woolton Hall - so boo and 

hiss to them!)  but apart from that 

they are a sound bunch of chaps.  

They are having a Buffet Dance at 

Garston Masonic Hall on 

Saturday, 8th April 2000 and any 

and all Downshire members and 

partner will be made welcome.  

They are also running a River 

Cruise on Sunday, 20th August 

2000, and I have already got my 

name down for this one!  It's a 

four-hour cruise with a buffet and 

a Jazz Band!   Tickets are limited 

so get your name down quickly for 

that one.  Dave's number is 0151 

420 3156 or collar him at Chapter 

or Lodge.  If you don't know him I 

will happily point him out to you. 

(Should you be a Frazier fan he 

looks like Frazier's father, Martin, 

only younger!) 

News from the Net 

Not a lot really - other than some 

Provinces are forbidding lodges to 

set up a web page without the 

consent of the Province, or before 

the Province itself has set up its 

own page.   Grand Lodge is about 

to issue a Policy Document 

regarding web sites - amazingly to 

get a copy you have to telephone!  

Have they not heard of e-mail?  

On a broader front there now 

seems to be a growing confidence 

that UGLoE will 'bite back' in 

future if anyone has a go at our 

Order. 

 

There has been a certain amount of 

thunder regarding the cost of 

dining in London.  We are 

fortunate indeed to be able to dine 

at the price we do at Hope Street.  

One brother told the story of how 

at the Connaught Rooms - 

adjacent to Great Queen Street - 

the members were charged £20 for 

a ham salad and the ham had been 

simply turned out of a tin and 

sliced, as was evidenced by the 

makers name being clearly visible 

embossed on a slice of ham! 

 

Hope Street 

Reaction has been generally very 

favourable in regard to the 

improvements carried out at the 

Hall.  There is another name to go 

on the 'Roll of Honour' of helpers.  

Rev Ken Cox, Assistant to the 

Provincial Grand Principals, is 

keenly interested in Chapter and 

was very helpful in contributing 

ideas to improve the Egyptian 

Suite.  One thing he did point out 

was that there are a number of 

serpents incorporated into the 

design and each serpent has a 

circle over its head.  These we had 

painted red, the same colour as the 

serpent.  Ken Cox said "No, they 

represent the sun and should be 

gold."  This caused some slight 

consternation, as there are 

(roughly) 3,600 of them!  A job 

requiring a steady hand with the 

paintbrush and limitless patience. 

 

The situation was resolved by 

buying from a signmaker an 

appropriate number of 23mm 

diameter gold sticky-backed vinyl 

discs which Kathy Jones stuck on 

in the appropriate positions.  It 

took her a few days all told and it's 

quite possible that no-one will 

notice but the job is now properly 

completed so honour is satisfied.  

So step forward Kathy and take a 

bow! 

 

The Grand Superintendent is 

visiting Everton Chapter on the 

13th October to preside over a 

special meeting to mark the 

refurbishment of the Suite and to 

unveil a memorial plaque. 

 

The next step will be to invite 

Chapters not meeting at Hope 

Street to come and inspect the 

facility and to offer them the use 

of the Suite for any occasion 

where a bit of  'swank' would be 

appropriate - Installations, 50th 

etc. 

 

The catering function has 

transferred quite seamlessly and 

we will soon start to move forward 

and introduce some changes.  

Certainly all comments received 

thus far have been complimentary. 

 

 

 

There still remains a considerable 

amount of work to be done in the 

Hall as, like any old building (I 

was going to say 'old lady') it 

needs constant touching up and 

cosmetic attention to keep it in 

good shape.  Downshire members 

and friends have contributed more 

than most to the Hall and will I am 

sure continue their very practical 

support. 

And finally - 

In the course of the year I have 

had occasion to visit Lodges to 

represent Downshire Lodge.  This 

is always a privilege and a 

pleasure. 

 

Sometimes the toasts and speeches 

after the meal can be rather 

lengthy, and a brother noticed that 

his neighbour kept anxiously 

looking at his watch. 

 

"Are you in a hurry to get away?" 

he asked? 

 

"It's my wife," replied the brother. 

"She insists on going to bed early, 

and then she wakes up and berates 

me if I am late. 

 

"I try not to wake her," he added 

plaintively, "In fact I switch the 

car engine off and coast down the 

road; then I leave the car out to 

avoid opening the garage door; 

close the car door quietly; ease my 

key gradually into the lock of the 

front door so that it won't grate; 

remove my shoes and tip-toe up 

the stairs, avoiding the third and 

seventh, which creak; and I 

undress in the bathroom. 

 

"Not that it does me any good: 

she's always sitting up in bed 

asking where I've been!" 

 

"You have the wrong technique!" 

exclaimed the first brother. "I jam 

on my brakes and scream to a halt; 

rev the engine as I back into the 

garage; bang all the doors; stamp 

up the stairs and fling open the 

bedroom door, saying, 'By gosh, I 

feel sexy tonight!' - and there she 

is, sound asleep." 

 

 

 


