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INSTALLATION 

Didn't it go well!  Well done to all 

those who took part and thanks to 

all those who attended and gave 

their support.  Now let's 

concentrate on having another 

great year of Downshire Lodge 

masonry. 

 

Reports from - 

 

Maurice Francis  thanks everyone 

for their good wishes.  He is well 

on the road to recovery and hopes 

to be back amongst us soon. 

 

Alex Gould is in good spirits and 

just about up and about - he sends 

his best wishes to you all. 

 

Ken Cockram had a traffic 

accident in the Lake District. 

While Ken escaped relatively 

unscathed his wife, Pat, took a bit 

of a drubbing.  I'm sure we all 

wish them both a speedy recovery, 

both physical and mental, from 

their ordeal. 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

British Night, 

Saturday, 20th 

November.  
Good British 

Grub, a tune 

from the 

Skelmersdale 

Prize Brass Band, and more ...   

All for £16 per person.  Our Group 

Rep, Roy Cowley is taking names 

NOW on 0151 489 1280 so don't 

leave it too late to book.  (Bring 

along the Good Lady and let her 

enjoy a bit of oom pah pah.) 

 

Whisky Tasting, Friday, 26th 

November.  One for the chaps.  A 

selection of fine malts will be 

placed before you and their   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

relative merits will be discussed in 

depth - nose, beading, length, etc.  

Then will come 'the swally'.  A 

Piper will accompany the haggis 

which will be suitably addressed 

and then served with tatties and 

neeps.  Tickets at £10 from Dave 

Jones on 0151 727 7565, (or on 

the night £12 at the door.) 

 

Carol Service Sunday 5th 

December 3.00 p.m. at St Luke's, 

Everton.  This is a family 

occasion, no regalia, no 

formalities, no speeches, just a 

good old-fashioned Carol Service.  

Light refreshments will be served 

after the service. 

 

Ladies to Dine  Saturday 18th 

December at the Hall.  Come 

along and support Jim and Tina at 

their first social function.  Not 

only bring yourself but bring along 

a few friends too.  Non- masonic 

friends welcome - what better way 

to introduce them to the social side 

of masonry?  Who knows to where 

it might lead? Members dine free 

and guests will be at about £15 I 

think.  More info in the next 

Newsletter. 

NEWS FROM THE NET 

 

UGLoE is going to issue a web 

policy document for craft lodges 

and chapters under its authority for 

those wishing to develop a lodge 

web site.  This is due out in about 

a month.  

There has been a bit of chatter 

about the merits/demerits of there 

being an 'International Masons  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day' when parades would be held 

in regalia and the opportunity 

taken to display to the world that 

we are nothing to be feared.  On 

the downside, as more than one 

respondent said, 'just think of the 

problems created by men parading 

in regalia in Northern Ireland...'  

A rather better idea was put 

forward by another brother which I 

will quote at length - 

 

"I hear much talk about such 

things as having a National 

Masons Day Parade (for want of a 

better description) or all of us 

turning out in full Regalia and 

marching the streets, worse still, to 

10 Downing St. or the Houses of 

Parliament. Let me give you a 

thought. 

 

Many Masons gave their lives in 

the cause of their countries. 

Around the world, Cities, Towns 

and villages have war memorials 

at which, once a year, serving and 

ex-serving forces, service 

organisations, men and women of 

all walks of life assemble to pay 

homage to those brave men. 

 

Our lodge marches to the Parish 

Church, and to the War Memorial, 

where we lay a wreath with 

identification. We don't wear 

regalia, but we dress as masons 

and on that day we also wear 

discreet lapel pins. While 

most of us are members of the 

local RBL, we march behind them, 

led by our WM. 

 

 

So, next Remembrance Day, why 

not take your Lodges' wreath 

down to your local Parish Church 

and Cenotaph, as a marching body 

of Masons, dressed as Masons (but 

without frilly aprons) ... do it with 

quiet pride and dignity." 

 

Now there's a thought ... 
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DAILY ADVANCEMENT? 

 

Questions to be answered before 

being elevated to the Office of 

Steward. 

 

Q How were you first prepared 

to be a Steward? 

A My coat sleeves, and 

shirtsleeves were rolled up, 

and a corkscrew thrust into 

my hand. 

Q What is a corkscrew? 

A An instrument fashioned like 

a winding staircase which our 

ancient Brethren ascended to 

receive their beer. 

Q Where did they receive it? 

A In a convenient room below 

the chamber. 

Q How did they receive it? 

A In half tankards and tankards. 

Q Why in this peculiar manner? 

A In half tankards well knowing 

the same could be easily 

replenished, or in tankards 

from the great reliance they 

placed on the mildness of the 

brew in those days. 

Q Name the two advertisements 

that hung at the porchway or 

entrance? 

A That on the left was named 

Bass and that on the right 

Guinness. 

Q Name their separate and 

conjoint significations? 

A The former denotes 'No 1' and 

the latter 'XXX' and when 

conjoined 'Instability'. 

Q What is beer? 

A A peculiar chemistry veiled in 

mystery and illustrated by 

labels. 

Q How is it depicted? 

A By an ear of corn and a 

couple of hops placed near a 

barrel of water. 

Q How do you know yourself to 

be a Steward? 

A By repeated trials and 

sessions at the bar and a 

willingness of the Worshipful 

Master to release me early so 

as to be able to get to the bar 

before the other less fortunate 

Brethren. 

 

As there is no December 

Meeting there will be no 

Scribbles either so may I wish 

you all a Happy Christmas and a 

Merry Millennium. 

BANNER 

As you know W Bro Charles 

Colgate left a sum of money to the 

Lodge and it seems logical to 

spend some of this on a new 

banner.  It also seems logical to 

have the banner dedication 

ceremony to coincide with our 

150th Anniversary celebrations in 

2001. 

 

Wheels are being set in motion to 

try to set this up - the Group needs 

a lot of time to get organised for 

this event - so watch this space for 

further details. 

AND FINALLY 

 

A frog goes into a bank and 

approaches the teller. He can see 

from her nameplate that the teller's 

name is Patricia Whack. So he 

says,"Ms. Whack, I'd like to get a 

loan to buy a boat and go on a 

long vacation." 

 

Patti looks at the frog in disbelief 

and asks how much he wants to 

borrow. The frog says £30,000. 

The teller asks his name and the 

frog says that his name is Kermit 

Jagger, his dad is Mick Jagger, and 

that it's OK, he knows the bank 

manager. 

 

Patti explains that £30,000 is a 

substantial amount of money and 

that he will need to secure some 

collateral against the loan. She 

asks if he has anything he can use 

as collateral. The frog says, "Sure. 

I have this," and produces a tiny 

pink porcelain elephant, about half 

an inch tall. Bright pink and 

perfectly formed. 

 

Very confused, Patti explains that 

she'll have to consult with the 

manager and disappears into a 

back office. She finds the manager 

and says: "There's a frog called 

Kermit Jagger out there who 

claims to know you and wants to 

borrow £30,000. And he wants to 

use this as collateral." She holds 

up the tiny pink elephant. "I mean, 

what the heck is this?" 

 

The bank manager looks back at 

her and says: "It's a knick knack, 

Patti Whack. Give the frog a loan. 

His old man's a Rolling Stone." 

 

Thought for the New 
Century 

nd I said to the man 

who stood at the gate of 

the year; 

'Give me a light that I may 

tread safely into the 

unknown,' 

And he replied: 

'Go out into the darkness and 

put your hand into the hand 

of God. 

That shall be to you better 

than light and safer than a 

known way.' 

A 


