
CONGRATULATIONS 

to W.Bro Bert Norcott who 

celebrates 40 years in Masonry at 

our November meeting and to W 

Bro Les Blower who celebrates 

his 30 years in masonry on the 

same night. 

CONGRATULATIONS TOO  

to all those who took part in what 

must have been one of the best 

Installations ever carried out in the 

Lodge.  Bro Eddie Casey, WM, 

was well and truly installed by W 

Bro Jim Dean.   We already know 

the quality of Eddie's work and we 

are in for a vintage year. 

Dates for the Diary 

Saturday, 16th December Ladies 

to Dinner at Hope Street, please 

book early so that the appropriate 

arrangements may be made. Cost 

(only your guests pay!) is £15 - 

bookings to Peter Francis on 0151 

486 1483 by 11th December 

please. 

 

Saturday, 25th November 

British Night at Hope Street - 

traditional British Fare and the 

Skelmersdale Prize Band to boot!  

£15 a head - see Roy Cowley. 

 

Monday, 15th January 

Do you like Kipling? (I don't know 

- I've never Kippled) I mean 

Rudyard Kipling - write of 'If' - 

not very fashionable now due to 

his Imperialist overtones.  Anyway 

he was a mason and a 

demonstration team is coming to 

the Hall to relate yarns about 

Kipling and freemasonry and sing 

some songs and recite some 

poems.  You will have heard Billy 

Johnson's rendition of 'The Mother 

Lodge' already and I'm sure that 

will feature in the programme.   

 

The evening is being sponsored by 

William Fleetwood Lodge and the 

details are on the noticeboard in 

the Hall.  

 

Wednesday 31st January Masters 

and First Principals Dinner.  We 

have for many years now had a 

good turnout of Downshire 

members to support our WM on 

this evening - Roy Cowley will co-

ordinate the bookings. 

 

Saturday 17th March  Ladies 

Night  this year to be held at the 

Childwall Golf Club - book this 

one in the diary now please. 

 

Date to be fixed  Fraternal Visit 

to Cork in the Province of 

Munster GLoI. 
I am trying to put together a 

package and have obtained tickets 

for foot passages from Holyhead 

to Dublin virtually free.  Plan is to 

motor to Holyhead and leave 

vehicles there, ferry to Dublin and 

pick up a hired minibus to get us 

to Cork.  B&B in Cork seems to 

work out at about £15 -£18 a 

night.  Stay 2 nights and return 

back the way we came.  I reckon 

we could do it for about £60 a 

head - excluding driving to and 

parking at Holyhead.  Expressions 

of interest would be appreciated - 

so far it's just the WM and I.  

Precise dates depend on finding an 

appropriate lodge(s) to visit. 

 

Phone me, or e-mail me at 

jones@mersinet.co.uk   It might be 

handy if I could get together a list 

of e-mail addresses (not a database 

you understand because that might 

lead to complications - just a 

collection of friends' e-mails) so 

please e-mail me. 

A Very pleasant Philly. 

Bro Geoff Gill reports - 

 

During a recent business trip to 

Delaware in the USA, I was 

fortunate enough to be able to 

arrange a visit to a lodge in the 

Temple in Philadelphia. 

 

This august old building, with its 

imposing edifice is the home of 

Freemasonry in Pennsylvania and, 

believe me brethren, is 

unforgettable.  The architecture is 

breathtaking and the interior 

stunning.  The building took six 

years and was completed in 1873.  

During the dedication ceremony in 

1873 a Masonic Parade was held 

and over 14,000 marchers took 

part. 

 

The lodge I visited was the 

Pennsylvania Lodge of the 

Meridian Sun (Lodge No. 2) and 

was chosen by the Temple 

Secretary for several reasons: 

firstly they were meeting on the 

night of my visit (one of four 

lodges meeting that evening), and 

secondly because on that night 

they were not only performing a 

first degree but also had a display 

team from the Jaques DeMolay in 

attendance (a 'youth branch' of the 

order) 

 

This fine lodge was constituted in 

1758, therefore was 242 years of 

age.  It has over 240 members, a 

goodly majority of which attend 

regularly.  The first suprise was to 

find that they dined BEFORE 

opening the lodge, in a very 

informal way.  I was introduced to 

the Worshipful Master and his 

Officers who invited me to join 

them.  The seating was in no way 

organised, and I soon found 
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myself sitting next to a couple of 

amiable brethren who told me all 

about the fine building I was in.  It 

transpired that the building pre-

dated Philadelphia City Hall, in 

fact they have photographs of the 

temple which showed that it was 

previously a baseball ground.  

They are immensely proud of the 

building, and with good reason, 

back in 1873 when it was finished, 

the building cost £1.6M !  This 

must have been an astronomical 

amount to raise back then, and it 

was funded wholly by the brethren 

themselves. 

 

The meal was excellent and before 

long I found myself being led 

upstairs to the Lodge Room.  After 

being questioned by the Secretary 

to check my credentials, I was 

brought into the Egyptian Room 

(where they met), it was stunning, 

just like walking into a pharaoh's 

tomb.  I subsequently found out 

that so exact was the 

reconstruction that scholars from 

Philadelphia State University 

regularly came to study the 

inscriptions. 

 

It also transpired that they were 

holding a 'move up night', this 

allows each officer to move up one 

position in order to gain 

experience.  As I was welcomed 

into the Lodge I noticed tht the 

Master always put on a top hat 

when he spoke (this is a tradition 

over there). 

 

The ceremony conducted that 

night was recognisable, however 

in many ways so different to that 

practised in the UK.  I was 

interested to note that during the 

First Degree officers were allowed 

to read from the book of ritual 

rather than memorising as we do 

here.  Their approach was much 

more informal and exceptionally 

friendly.  I thought the references 

to their alleigance to the lag 

charming.  The ceremony seemed 

to finish rather abruptly, but I 

hadn't realised how quickly the 

time had passed, so immersed was 

I in the experience. 

 

The brethren of the Lodge of the 

Meridian Sun No 2, had welcomed 

me with open arms, in the finest 

traditions of freemasonry.  The 

experience will remain with me for 

a very long time.  I look forward to 

visiting them again in the future.  

this experience served to remind 

me how freemasonry is universal, 

the officers and brethren of this 

fine lodge are excellent 

ambassadors not only for 

freemasonry, but also for America. 

 

(If you would like to know more 

about the Philadelphia Temple go 

to www.pagrandlodge.org/) 

 





 

I know many of us are interested 

in variations in ritual so here's one 

I learned of recently - 

LONDON (EAST) RITUAL 

OPENING THE LODGE 

 

WM OK Bruvvers, ere's the brief 

WM Tickle them ivories John. 

WM Bruvvers, 'elp us to open this 

'ere gaff 

WM Bruvver..... why do we 'ave 

to look lively? 

JW To make sure the wood's in the 

'ole, Guvnor. 

WM: Well, don't just stand there 

JW to IG OK, Bruvver.... you 'eard 

the Guv 

IG to JW Done, John. 

JW to WM Done, Guv. 

WM to SW The next bit? 

SW To see that the Bruvvers are 

all in the firm. 

WM Come on, Bruvvers, shake a 

leg. 

WM to JW 'ow much top brass in 

this 'ere drum? 

JW Free Guv. You and the two 

oppo's wiv the cuffs. 

WM to SW Bruvver SW, 'ow 

many others? 

SW Free John, besides the 

bouncer, namely the bloke on the 

door and the two geezers wiv the 

poolcues. 

WM to JW Where's the bouncer 

then? 

JW Outside the gaff, all tooled up. 

WM Why's that then? 

JW E's packing a blade in case 

we're busted Guv. 

WM to SW The bloke on the 

door? 

SW 'overin abaht a bit 

WM Wot the 'ell for? 

SW To check the tickets, admit 

new punters and do wot e's 

told by my oppo. 

WM to JW Where's the JD? 

JWOver there. 

WM Why? 

JW To grass to you, Guv and 

chivvy 'em all up a bit. 

WM to SW And the other one? 

SW Next to you Guv. 

WM Why? 

SW Errand boy, Guvnor. 

WM to JW Bruvver JW, wot abaht 

you? 

JW On the sidelines. Guv 

WM Why? 

JW To nip dahn the pub wiv the 

bruvvers, get some booze and 

grub,and get em all back 'ere 

before the last bell. 

WM to SW Bruvver SW, wot 

abaht you? 

SW Down the shallow end Guv. 

WM Wot the 'ell for? 

SW To let 'em know when its 

ligh'ing up time and to close 

down the gaff when all the 

bruvvers  'ave 'ad their cut. 

WM to IPM Where am I? 

IPM At the sharp end, Guv 

WM Why's that then? 

IPM To keep them lot on their 

toes, open the gaff and get 'em 

at it. 

WM Bruvvers, now that we're all 

'ere, its eyes down for a 

full  'ouse, but before we do, lets 

get the boss in the technical 

drawing department to tip us the 

wink so there's no aggro. 

ALL Nice one, Guvnor! 

 

And finally .. 

this is the last Scribbles of the year 

so on behalf of Kath and myself 

may I wish you and yours a very 

joyful Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 


