
Dates for the Diary ... 

Monday 21st May - Provincial 

Grand Lodge, Blackpool  No-

one in Downshire got honours 

this year but, if you have never 

seen Provincial Grand Lodge in 

action, then it's worth the trip. 

 

Friday, 25th May - The Hope 

Street Minstrels Concert in aid 

of our Hall. 

 

Thursday, 14th June - 

Trafalgar Group Golf 

Competition and Dinner, 

Childwall Golf Club.  Geoff 

Gill, Mike Harding and Simon 

Westrup will represent 

Downshire.  Everyone 

welcome to the dinner - and we 

know what the meal's like there 

so do attend. 

 

Saturday, 16th June - Open 

Day at the Hall, 11.00 am to 

3.00 p.m.  A chance for your 

non-masonic friends to see the 

building.  A number of the 

Lodge Rooms will be open 

with real-live masons in regalia 

in attendance to answer 

questions. 

 

Saturday, 16th June - Local 

Area Bowls Tournament, Olive 

Lane - 12.00. 

 

Saturday, 23rd June - 

Barbecue at the Police Club 

Athletic Ground, Riversdale 

Road.  Proceeds will go to the 

Hall Building Fund.  Promises 

to be a good day out this does. 

 

Saturday, 7th July, Provincial 

Bowling Tournament, BICC 

Sports & Social Club, Prescot. 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 8th August, 

Provincial Golf Tournament, 

Leyland Golf Club.  Will the 

Downshire Trio make it 

through? 
(A golfer hooked his tee shot over 

a hill and onto the next fairway. 

Walking toward his ball, he saw a 

man lying on the ground, groaning 

with pain. "I'm a solicitor," the 

wincing man said, "and this is 

going to cost you £5000." "I'm 

sorry, I'm really sorry," the 

concerned golfer replied. "But I 

did yell 'fore'." "I'll take it," the 

solicitor said. ) 

 

Thursday, 6th September, - 50 

years Anniversary, Bro 

Norman Spencer, St Peter's 

Lodge No 4324. 

 

Thursday 27th September, 

Downshire Lodge Banner 

Rededication - lets have 100% 

turnout + guests galore!  Book 

places now with our 

Treasurer. 

 

Thursday, 4th October, - 

Provincial Grand Lodge, 

Preston. 

 

Friday, 23rd November, - 

Whisky Tasting Evening.  in aid 

of our Hall. 

 

Saturday, 24th November, - 

Trafalgar Group Ladies to 

Dine 'British Night'  In aid of 

our Hall. 

 

Friday, 30th November, - 

Celebration Concert, Guild 

Hall, Preston.  Part of the 

Province's 175th Anniversary 

Celebrations. 

 

Friday 22nd March - 
Sunday 24th March.  
Downshire Lodge 
Weekend Away at the St 
George's Hotel, 
Llandudno.  Current cost 
£110 per person per 
weekend.  Contact Alan 
and Val Riddell on 01695 
424 010 to book. 

In passing ... 

Submitted to an ultra short 

Sherlock Holmes story 

competition in London's 

Sunday telegraph: " Locked out 

of their Baker Street home, 

Holmes takes a lemon from his 

pocket and squeezes juice into 

the lock. The door opens. 'How 

did you do that Holmes?' asks 

Watson. Holmes sighs: 'Lemon 

entry, my dear Watson.'"  

 

Congratulations (belated) 

to Bro Gerald Hudaly who 

notched up 60 years in 

Freemasonry last year. For 

those of you not aware, Gerald 

was initiated into Menorah 

Lodge No. 4513 and came to 

Downshire as a joining member 

- his late father was already a 

member.  Menorah will be 

holding a belated Celebration 

for Gerald in November next - 

to which all are invited. 

Charity ... 

One of our Three Grand 

Principles but how well do we 

put it into practice?  How many 

of us have set up Gift Aid 

Donations (they have 

superseded covenants) to 

enable tax to be clawed back by 

our chosen charity and thus 
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maximise the value of our 

donations.  How many of us 

have set up a Standing Order to 

our Hall to contribute towards 

its upkeep and refurbishment?  

A suggested £5 a month is 

within the reach of most of us.  

How many of us make a 

donation to Lodge Funds?  

Regalia and equipment need to 

be renewed now and again - I 

will not embarrass W.Bro. DB 

whose wand kept on falling 

apart at our last meeting - but 

wands do not last forever. 

 

To set up a Gift Aid Donation 

see the Charity Steward, W.Bro 

Eric Peach; to set up a Standing 

Order in favour of the Hall see 

Dave Jones; to make a donation 

to Lodge Funds see the 

Treasurer. 

News from the 'net.. 

A Lodge Minute Book turned 

up on an EBay Auction 

recently.  It is understood it 

was bought back for the Lodge 

for £140. EBay always has a lot 

of masonic related items for 

sale and is one that I frequently 

visit - and sometimes bid. 

 

A site that might be worth 

visiting is: - 

www.thefreemason.com/  

 

This was mentioned in the 

latest edition of Freemasonry 

Today as follows:- 

 

"For many web users, 

searching the web for masonic 

information has become a 

frustrating task. Finding the 

reliable factual information 

they need is like searching for a 

needle in a haystack. Many 

search engines point them to 

sites that just don't seem 

relevant and which have not 

been updated for months and 

even years. 

 

The idea for the freemason.com 

was conceived out of 

frustration from two 

Freemasons trying to source up 

to date quality information 

from the Internet, including the 

latest Masonic news and 

research. The launch of 

thefreemason.com was on July 

4th 2000, and we intend to 

become the premier resource 

for masonic information on the 

web. We have brought together 

a wide range of site features, 

which we hope to continually 

expand and develop. We are 

currently indexing over 5000 

research documents for 

publication to the site, of which 

many new documents appear at 

our research pages weekly." 

 

Thanks ... 
to all the Companions who 

came to support Roy and I at 

Preston on the 9th May when 

we both received promotion in 

the Royal Arch.  We both had a 

great day and enjoyed your 

company both at Preston and 

afterwards at the Rufford 

Arms. 

 

Royal Arch is one of the 

degrees in masonry that is 

holding its own - if not actually 

expanding so any MM not yet a 

member will find himself 

among friends should he 

choose to join us. 

The Hall ... 

don't expect to see any great 

changes to the Hall next 

season.  Finances are, as ever, 

stretched and apart from re-

decorating the Top Banqueting 

Room there is not much 

planned. 

 

Please support the events that 

will help the Hall's finances.  In 

particular the Barbecue at the 

Police Athletic Ground in 

Riversdale Road (NOT 

Fairfield!) on 23rd June.  

And finally ... 

Why does the bride always 

wear white?  Because it is good 

for the dishwasher to match the 

stove and refrigerator..  

And finally, finally ... 

this is my last Scribbles.  I have 

lost my enthusiasm, run out of 

steam, and generally find it 

more and more difficult to 

produce it on time. So, it's time 

to pass on the torch to someone 

else.  Any volunteers?  Feel 

free to continue with the name. 

Thanks for the support you 

have all given me over the past 

years. 

CONRATULATIONS TO ALAN AND LUBA 

BRODIE ON THEIR SILVER WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY LATER THIS MONTH. 

 

They are going for a Romantic Second 

Honeymoon Cruising down the River Nile. 
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