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The good old days ... 

This delightful photograph is taken 

from a 'Photographic Souvenir of 

the Downshire Lodge, No 594, 

Annual Picnic, Wednesday, July 

16th 1913, to Chester in Motor 

Char-a-bancs via Northop, 

Flintshire' The W.M. was Bro N 

Moss. It's just one of a dozen or so 

contained in a small album which 

our Secretary, W Bro Alex Rowan, 

was given by a relative of a Bro 

Milburn who was a Downshire 

Lodge member, and presumably 

somewhere in the pictures - just 

before the relative threw them out! 

 

The Lodge Minute book for this 

period is missing but no doubt the 

name of the 'Energetic Treasurer' 

will be inscribed on the boards in 

the Hall which list our past 

officers. 

 

The char-a-bancs were Daimlers 

by the way and most of the photos 

are taken outside public houses! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the group photos has 59 

people in it so it looks as if that's 

how many made the excursion. 

 

They seem to have enjoyed fine 

weather which is just as well in 

those open topped vehicles -

though their reliability must be 

questioned as one of the photos 

shows a char-a-banc with a pair of 

legs sticking out from under it! 

 

It is a sobering thought to realise 

that 54 weeks later, 'The War to 

End all Wars' was about to start 

and we can only speculate on the 

fate of our brethren who were 

clearly enjoying themselves on 

that sunny day in 1913. 

 

I will bring the album to our next 

meeting in case anyone would like 

to see the rest of the photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the net ... 

Hot topic this week is 'Was Lord 

Nelson a Mason?'  One respondent 

posted the following: 

A writer in the Freemason's 

Review in 1839 claimed Nelson 

and his servant Tom 

Allen, were Freemasons, but give 

no evidence to support his claim. 

Hamon Le Strange, in his History 

of Freemasonry in Norfolk, says 

that among the 

furniture of the Lodge of 

Friendship No. 100 Yarmouth, 

there is a stone bearing an 

inscription to Nelson. On one side 

of the stone is an inscription 

commemorating the foundation of 

the Lodge of United Friends No. 

546 on Aug 11 l697 and on the 

other side the inscription:  

"In Memory of Br. V. Nelson of 

the Nile and of Burnham Thorpe, 

Downshire Lodge No 594 
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in Norfolk who lost his life in the 

army of Victory, in an engagement 

with ye Combin'd Fleets 

of France and Spain, off Cape 

Trafalgar, Oct. 21, 1805. Proposed 

by Bro John Cutlove" 

At the Masonic Hall Reading may 

be seen a framed print with a 

representation of a banner carried 

at Lodge Nelson's funeral. It bears 

the following words: 

"We rejoice with our Country but 

mourn our Brother." It was carried 

at the funeral by York Lodge No. 

256. 

 

(This is a copy of the message 

posted on 7th Feb 1996 by Bro. 

Nelson King, Editor of the 

Philalethes Society Magazine on 

CompuServe's Masonry Forum) 

More Downshire doings ... 

The menu card on the right dates 

from the Ladies Social on 

Thursday, January 28th 1926.  

One wonders how many of the 

brethren and ladies who went on 

the picnic in 1913 were around to 

attend?   

The reception was at 6.15 by Bro 

P H Griffiths, WM and Mrs 

Griffiths. As well as being well 

fed and well entertained there was 

time for a dozen hands of whist 

and a dance programme ranging 

from the waltz through to the 

tango -  with a break for the buffet 

at 9.45.   

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary.. 

Thursday, 30th March, 

Merseyside Association for 

Masonic Research - lecture at 

Hope Street - all MMs welcome to 

attend - the Lodge has Associate 

Membership to enable you to do 

this.  The subject (I think) is 'The 

Aprons' but see Notice Board at 

Hope St. 

 

Saturday, 17th April, the 

Wellington Group is running a 

Fun Casino Evening in aid of the  

 

 

Friends of Tithebarn at Hope 

Street. Admission is £8.50 and 

includes a buffet and £1,000 of 

'Funny Money' Tickets from Dave 

Jones, 0151 727 7565. 

That Picnic ... again 

I really couldn't resist putting in 

another picture from the picnic.  

This one is subtitled 'After Dinner'  

and they certainly all look pretty 

relaxed to me!  One wonders just 

how much more interesting 

memorabilia is lying around attics 

and/or skips? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


