
Dates for the diary ... 

 

If you don't have your tickets for 

the Ladies Night on 24th March 

you are probably too late! 

 

For those who are attending the 

Ladies Night I reproduce here the 

words of what might well be the 

closing song.  No one ever seems 

quite sure of the words so please 

learn, and practice them, before 

the 24th! 

 

AULD LANG SYNE 

 
Should auld acquaintance be 

forgot, An never brought to min'? 

Should auld acquaintance be 

forgot, And days a'lang syne? 

(Chorus) 

For auld lang syne, my dear, 

For auld lang syne, 

We'll tak a cup o' kindness yet 

For auld lang syne. 

 

And here's a hand, my trusty fiere, 

And gie's a hand a' thine; 

And we'll tak a right guid-willie 

waught For auld lang syne. 

 

(Chorus) 

 

 

Monday, 26th March,  75th 

Anniversary of Grassendale 

Lodge, No 4808.  RWPrGM will 

be attending. 

 

Friday, 30th March, 'Celebration 

of Lancashire' Social at Hope 

Street.  See Roy Cowley. 

What would you do if you 
won £1M? 

 

I know what I'd do - I'd do lots of 

visiting.  The more you hear about 

other lodges and visit other lodges 

you realise just how wide a variety 

of practices exist within the basic 

framework of Freemasonry. 

 

I visit the Lodge of Good 

Endeavour, No. 8528, in 

Warrington (though sadly illness 

forced me to miss their Installation 

last month) where one of their 

customs is to sing a song of 

welcome to the visitors at the FB. 

 

While doing a bit of gentle surfing 

recently I came across a 

fascinating site about the Norfolk 

Broads Lodge, No 8368, founded 

1970, which has produced a 

booklet - see below: - 

 

 

 

GENERAL NOTES  

(i) The W.M. and Wardens have 

bells instead of gavels. 

(ii) Port and Starboard lights are 

placed on the Warden's tables in 

front of them. 

(iii) Flags representing the name of 

the Lodge in the International 

Code are flown behind the W.M.'s 

table. 

(iv) Stewards wear the Collars of 

Office at the Festive Board. 

(v) Speeches, with certain 

exceptions such as a speech by the 

R.W.P.G.M., his Deputy or 

Representative or a toast to the 

Initiate, are limited to two minutes 

but can be extended if desired on 

the payment of a fine of £1 for 

every 30 seconds. The money to 

be placed on the Lodge's Charity 

List for the year. 

(vi) A "Protest" flag is flown on 

the appropriate occasions. Neither 

side or others are allowed to 

discuss the matter and the decision 

of the W.M. is final. The loser 

pays £1 as a fine and it is placed 

on the Lodge's Charity List for the 

year. 

(vii) Toasts and songs are subject 

to the direction of the W.M. 

 

 

PROCEDURE 
"Five minute bell" is rung once 

by the D.C. and Brethren make 

their way to their place at the 

tables. 

"One minute bell" is rung once by 

the D.C. and the W.M., 

R.W.P.G.M. or D.P.G.M. take 

their places at the tables. 

"Order Bells" are rung thus: - at 

the W.M.'s command the D.C. 

rings the W.M.'s bell once 

answered once by the S.W. and 

J.W. This procedure of "order 

bells" takes the place of normal 

"gavelling" at the Festive Board. 

"Grace" is sung, standing, "For 

these and all Thy mercies given". 

"Nine o'clock Hymn". All stand. 

Absolute silence is maintained 

whilst the Chaplain says the 

preamble. The toast is drunk when 

the Chaplain directs. The hymn to 

"absent brethren" is sung after the 

toast. 

"Loyal Toast". All stand. Instead 

of the National Anthem - "Here's a 

Health unto Her Majesty" is sung 

by a nominated brother and all join 

in the chorus. The glass of wine is 

held in the hand during the whole 

period of the song. The toast is 

drunk at the end of the singing. 

"Lodge Song". This is sung before 

the toast to the W.M. It is sung by 

the Brethren of the Lodge who 
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remain seated.  The tune is 'Blow 

the Man Down.' 

 

"Visitors Song". This is sung after 

the toast has been proposed and 

before the response. It is sung 

standing to the tune of 'What shall 

we do with a drunken sailor?' 

"The Last Songs". All stand and 

sing the first and last verse of (i) 

"Eternal Father, strong to save" as 

written in the leaflet. (ii) "Auld 

Lang Syne".  

 

 

The Preamble to the Nine o'clock 

Toast could easily stand as a toast 

on its own, it goes ... 

 

PREAMBLE 
"Let us join in thought and make 

this a moment to be dedicated in 

tender, loving reflection to our 

absent Brethren. If there are any 

who may be suffering, they will 

know they are included with all 

our kindest wishes for their speedy 

and complete recovery. If any 

should be lonely or with strangers 

they will feel at this moment they 

are with their own Brethren. If any 

are suffering the pangs of 

bereavement, they will know they 

have our united sympathy. Thus 

may Brotherly love continue." 

 

Now, wouldn't that be a lovely 

lodge to visit?  And there must be 

hundreds more like that with their 

own traditions and ways.  I know I 

have gone on at some length about 

this lodge but I think it illustrates 

beautifully the rich diversity that 

exists in this wonderful fraternity 

of ours.  In my view to spend £1M 

on visits to other lodges would be 

£1M well spent 

 

Joke 

An Irishman an Aussie and South 

African in a bar one night having a 

beer.  All of a sudden the South 

African downs his beer, throws his 

glass in the air, pulls out a gun and 

shoots the glass to pieces and says,  

"In Sath Efrika our glasses are so 

cheap that we don't need to drink 

from same one twice".  

 

The Aussie, obviously impressed 

by this drinks his beer, throws his 

glass into the air, pulls out his gun 

and shoots the glass to pieces and 

says, "Well mate, in 'straaaaaaailia 

we have so much sand to make the 

glasses that we don't need to drink 

out of the same glass twice either."  

 

The Irishman, cool as a cucumber, 

picks up his beer and drinks it, 

throws his glass into the air, pulls 

out his gun and shoots the South 

African and the Australian and 

says "In Dublin we have so many 

bloomin' South Africans and 

Australians that we don't need to 

drink with the same ones twice." 

 

A reminder ... 

Don't forget the Banner 

Dedication Ceremony that will 

take place at our September 

27th meeting.  It's something 

that most of us are unlikely to 

see again within our lodge.  All 

the other lodges in the Trafalgar 

Group are being invited and it 

would be great to have a 'full 

house' so make sure you invite 

your own guests too.  Dining fee 

will be £15. 

 

Congratulations to .. 

 

W.Bro Les Blower who notched 

up his 80th birthday on 14th 

March.  It co-incided with the 

Downshire Chapter Meeting and 

we sang 'Happy Birthday' to him 

and he was presented with a 

suitably decorated cake depicting a 

parachutist that had been specially 

made for him by Sammy Gedling's 

daughter.  Well done Les - we 

look forward to you making the 

century.  Speaking of which it is 

reported that Sergei Teukov of 

Moscow celebrated his century in 

1967 by dismantling a  cement 

mixer and re-assembling it.  "I can 

think of no better way of 

demonstrating the quality of my 

mind.", he said at the time. 

 

Sick call ... 

Comp John Lawrence, of the 

Downshire Chapter has been in 

hospital recently and coud not 

make it to the Chapter meeting.  

At 91 John is failing just a little 

and is too frail to undergo any 

major operations.  Though he was 

not at the Chapter in body he had 

sent along a handsome cheque for 

the Chapter for which we are all 

very grateful.  We can only wish 

John a speedy return to health so 

he can attend the Chapter once 

more and regale us with his fund 

of jokes.  

 

Apart from John I have no other 

reports of anyone being sick - 

other than the usual winter 

sniffles. 

And finally ... 

 
Ode to the Secretary 
 

If a Secretary writes a letter, it's 

too long. 

If he sends a postcard, it's too 

short. 

If he doesn't send a notice, he's 

lazy. 

If he attends a committee meeting, 

he's butting in. 

If he stays away, he's a shirker. 

If he duns the members for dues, 

he is insulting. 

If he fails to collect dues, he is 

slipping. 

If he asks for advice, he is 

incompetent. 

If he does not, he is bullheaded. 

If he writes his reports completely, 

they are too long. 

If he condenses them, they are 

incomplete. 

If  he talks on a subject, he's trying 

to run things. 

If he remains quiet, he has lost 

interest in the meetings. 

Ashes to ashes, 

Dust to dust, 

If others won't do it, 

The Secretary must. 

 

By-OscarTate 

 

. 


