
The 'Heavenly Choir' at Ladies to Dinner

 

Hope you had a Good 
Break ... 

and will come back refreshed 

for the 'second half' of the 

season. 

Dates for the Diary ... 

Saturday, 24th March ... Ladies 

Night at the Childwall Golf 

Club (if it matches the Ladies to 

Dinner last month it will be a 

really great night.) Format is 

slightly different in that it's a 

carvery style meal.  There will 

be a disco too.  6.00 pm kick 

off, until midnight. Cost is just 

£20 per person and bookings are 

being taken by the WM. 

 

Wed 7th March, Royal Victoria 

Lodge celebrates 75 years in 

Freemasonry of  WW..BBrroo..  CCeecciill  NN..  

RRoobbeerrttss,,  PP..PPrr..SS..GG..WW..      Contact 

Graham Hamilton-Taylor 

01455286739 or 077985807202.  

 

26th March, Grassendale Lodge 

75th Anniversary of the 

Consecration of the Lodge. 
Contact Stanley Power 0151 228 

00323. 

 

 Friday 30th March, Masonic Hall 

Hope Street, Celebration of 

Lancashire - Social part of the 

175th Anniversary of the 

Province. £16 Howard Griffiths 

017448948734. 

 

5th April St Peters Lodge 

"Rudyard Kipling" Evening 
£14, Geoffrey Freeney 0151 475 

7844 

 

 

 

'The Grand Officer who never 

was!' - researched by Roy 

Cowley 
 

Whilst perusing a description of 

the West Lancashire Masonic 

Educational Trust and its 

purposes, I came across a 

reference to one of Downshire's 

Past Masters. 

 

So you all thought, as I did, that 

W.Bro. Bert Norcott P.A.G.D.C. 

was not the first Grand Officer in 

Downshire Lodge. Well we were 

all wrong, I know I was anyway. I 

have no doubt that many of you 

will have looked down the names 

on the back of the circular and 

read under the list of Past Masters 

of the Lodge, and in particular 

*1859   J. Walmsley P.G.Treas. 
and assumed he was a Past Grand 

Treasurer. Well apparently not and 

his mistaken exalted rank appears 

to have been an error perpetuated 

by Secretaries and Treasurers alike 

over at least 25 years to my 

knowledge, and perhaps many 

years before that. Yes I know I am 

a past Treasurer of the Lodge so its 

my fault as well. We all make 

mistakes. Well there is quite a 

story to W.Bro. Joshua Walmsley 

and it does not to my knowledge 

include him receiving Grand Rank. 

 

Worshipful Brother 

Joshua Walmsley was 

apparently the driving 

force behind the 

establishment in 1850 

of the West Lancashire 

Masonic Educational 

Institution (later to 

become the now West 

Lancashire Masonic 

Educational Trust, 

established in 1996). At 

the time he was 

Provincial Grand 

Secretary and was 

assisted by, amongst 

others, brethren with 

the names Hamer and 

Alpass - ring any bells? 

 

It is summarised that 

Worshipful Brother 

Walmsley was 

profoundly stirred by 

Anthony Ashley Cooper, the 

Seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, the 

M.P. for Dorset and one Charles 

Dickens, the author, both of which 

were champions for the cause of 

the child. 

 

Joshua Walmsley, a bookseller in 

Liverpool, was a man of forceful 

personality and versatile gifts, he 

was also a prosperous and keen 

business man. As the Chairman of 

the Liverpool Watch Committee 

he, as the Liverpool Daily Post 

stated, 'cleaned up Liverpool'. This 

after demonstrating that vice was 

costing the city £700,000 per year. 

That there were over two thousand 

male thieves known to the police 

and over twelve hundred boys 

under fifteen years of age who 

were persistent thieves. In addition 

there were many hundreds of 

illegal receivers. Isn't life quiet 

today? Joshua Walmsley also 

represented the City of Liverpool 

in Parliament.  

 

Sadly, only two years after 

attaining the 'Chair' of Downshire 

Lodge, his death came in 1861 at 

Downshire Lodge No 594 
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the age of 71 years. It was a tragic 

end, for whilst on Provincial 

business he was knocked down 

and killed by a horse drawn 

Liverpool to Woolton bus, at the 

junction of Lord Street and Castle 

Street. This accident was 

apparently fundamental to the 

placing of traffic islands. 

 

Worshipful Brother Walmsley, as 

well as being a driving force 

behind the establishment of our 

Educational Trust in West 

Lancashire, also held the offices of 

Provincial Senior Grand Warden, 

Provincial Grand Treasurer and as 

I stated earlier Provincial Grand 

Secretary. He was clearly held in 

high estimation by the Province as 

his memorial stone at the 

Liverpool Toxteth Cemetery, 

provided by the Province, states: 

 

 

"Sacred to the memory of 

Joshua Walmsley 

Prov. G. Treasurer, 

Prov.S.G.W., Prov. G. Secretary 

Lancashire Western Division. 

P.M. of Lodges No. 88, 292, 594 - 

P.M.E.Z. of Chapters No.88, 

220, 292 

Died on 27th September 1861, 

aged 71 years. 

This monument was erected by 

his Masonic Brethren as a mark 

of the high esteem in which he 

was held, and in grateful 

remembrances of his unceasing 

exertions on behalf of the West 

Lancashire Educational 

Institution, of which he was a 

founder." 
 

He may well not have been a 

Grand Officer but as far as the 

'great and the good' go he clearly 

deserved such a rank. I doubt that 

any of us can say we have given to 

Masonry on a par with Worshipful 

Brother Walmsley. His private, 

business and Masonic life bear 

testimony to a great man. 

 

Well Bert that makes you, in more 

ways than one, our Senior Past 

Master.  

 

If anyone is aware of Worshipful 

Brother Walmsley having been 

appointed to Grand Rank 

following his appointment to his 

various Provincial ranks, it would 

be nice to reinstate him, so to 

speak. Otherwise we must amend 

his entry on the back of our 

circular to :  *1859 J. Walmsley 

Pr.S.G.W. or P.Pr.S.G.W (the 

senior of his three ranks held 

within the Province). Any other 

information would be gratefully 

received.  

 

Whatever the outcome brethren, 

we can clearly be proud that 

Worshipful Brother Walmsley was 

associated with Downshire Lodge. 

News from the Net ... 

No great issues at stake at the 

moment but I did pick up the 

following joke ... 

 

There were three guys talking in 

the pub. Two of them were talking 

about the amount of control they 

have over their wives, while the 

third remaind quiet. 

 

After a while one of the first two 

turns to the third and says, "Well, 

what about you, what sort of 

control do you have over your 

wife?" 

 

The third fellow says, "I'll tell you. 

Just the other night my wife came 

to me on her hands and knees." 

 

The first two guys were amazed. 

"Wow! What happened then?" 

they asked. 

The third man took a healthy 

swallow of his beer, sighed and 

uttered, "She said, 'Get out from 

under the bed and fight like a 

man.'" 

Woolton Hall 

The prospect of Woolton Hall's 

masonic future is in doubt as it is 

understood that the Hall has been 

sold. 

 

All lodges at Woolton have been 

written to by the Hope Street 

Directors and invited to consider 

moving to Hope Street. 

 

As well as being invited to hold a 

rent-free meeting here to sample 

what we have to offer they have 

been also been offered their first 

year here at a 50% discount on the 

usual rates as a means of easing 

their passage into our Hall.  (You 

will be aware that one of the main 

complaints about Hope Street that 

caused so many lodges to leave 

was the alleged high cost of 

meeting here.) 

 

The Board has always made the 

point that the more lodges that 

meet at Hope Street the more 

masons there will be to spread the 

cost over and, eventually, the cost 

for us all will reduce.  We will 

wait and see what happens now.  

 

Freemasonry Today... 

continues to be a jolly good read 

and I was particularly amused by 

an ad in the 'Situations Vacant' 

column for security guards that 

said 'Applicants to be honest and 

reliable - readers of this magazine 

should qualify nicely!  We offer 

full training and time off for lodge 

meetings.' 

 

STOP PRESS ... 

Provincial Grand Chapter 

promotions have just been 

announced and both E.Comp Roy 

Cowley and I will be invested as 

Past Provincial Grand Sword 

Bearer at the Provincial Grand 

Chapter Meeting in Preston on 9th 

May. 


