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Welcome to: 

Welcome to:- 

A new group of readers.  It has 

been decided to send copies of 

Scribbles to the members of the 

Downshire Chapter as many of 

them have expressed an interest in 

being kept in touch with what's 

happening in the Downshire 

Lodge. 

 

This immediately gives me the 

opportunity of congratulating 

E.Comp Les Blower on his 

promotion to the rank of 

PPrGSwdB. Les will receive his 

promotion at the Provincial Grand 

Chapter at Preston on Wednesday, 

12th May.  E.Comp Les, as many 

of us know, has served three terms 

as First Principal in the Chapter 

and his promotion is a just reward 

for his commitment to Royal Arch 

Masonry. 

Comp John Lawrence 

is a familiar figure at our 

Convocations.  A Chapter member 

since 1963, John will be 

celebrating his 50 years in Craft 

masonry in the Liverpool 

Dramatic Lodge, No 1609 on 

Tuesday, 23rd March, at 

Woolton Hall.  I know John 

would be happy to see his 

Companions there on this joyous 

occasion and I will act as co-

ordinator for those who wish to 

attend.  Final details are still being 

worked out but I will advise you 

of the dining fee, starting time etc. 

as soon as I can.  Ring me on 0151 

727 7565 to book your place. 

More long service 
congratulations: 

are due to Bro Eddie Penkman 

who achieves 55 years in 

Downshire this month and W Bro 

Phil Myers who notches up 35 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provincial promotions: 

W.Bro. Bob Lowe has been 

promoted to the rank of 

P.Pr.D.G.S.Wks., and W Bro 

Alan Morton to the rank of 

P.Pr.S.G.D. and we congratulate 

them on their new ranks with 

which they will be invested at 

Blackburn in October. 

Remember Bro Steve 
Alexander? 

I bumped into him in Hope Street 

last week.  He sends his regards to 

everybody.  Now a member of 

Liver Lodge No 3917 he was 

telling me that his ex-wife won 

£1.9M on the lottery! 

 

He was looking well and happy 

despite! 

Press cuttings 

Choice is an 'oldies' magazine and 

last December published an item 

about the 50th anniversary of the 

Declaration of Human Rights - 

which prompted me to write to the 

magazine as follows: - 

 

"I was interested in the quotation 

you printed of Pastor Niemoeller 

("In Germany the Nazis first came 

for the Communists, but I said 

nothing, for I was not a 

Communist...etc"). I have 

seen a version of that which 

includes in the list another group 

that was persecuted by the Nazis - 

the Freemasons. 

 

How many of us are aware that 

this government is asking all 

members of the English and Welsh 

judiciary - judges, magistrates, 

etc., the question, "Are you a 

Freemason?" 

 

Can I ask that your write to your 

MP demanding to know why the 

Freemasons - a perfectly legal 

organisation composed of law  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

abiding men - have been singled 

out. 

 

Next time it might be Rotary or 

the Townswomen's' Guild, or the 

organisation to which YOU 

belong. 

 

History has warned us of the 

consequences of allowing lists to 

be made. We ignore it at our 

peril." 

 

The February edition of Choice 

includes my letter, lightly edited, 

plus a picture of me in regalia. 

(The one that was on the 

Installation menu.) Not a major 

victory in the propaganda war but 

maybe it will help just a little. 

 

Oh! The prize of a Parker Jotter 

pen for having a letter published 

will go into a raffle! 

 

News from the Net 

Not a lot of excitement just now, 

only the usual hurt feelings 'cos 

nobody loves and understands us.  

If you want to know the real truth 

about the worldwide masonic 

conspiracy look no further than 

www.homeusers.prestel.co.uk/beni

tez  and all will be revealed in 

graphic, and longwinded, detail. 

 

 

A daily advancement.... 

I have just bought a book 

'Freemasonry Universal Volume 

1', by Kent Henderson and Tony 

Pope which is a detailed guide to 

the masonic World.  This volume 
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covers The Americas and is a 

fascinating glimpse into the 

workings of masonic jurisdictions 

other than our own. 

 

One of the main purposes of the 

book is to assist the travelling 

mason who might wish to visit a 

lodge that is not under the 

UGLoE.  In these times of 

increasing use of the Internet as a 

medium of communication there 

are many opportunities for contact 

with masons worldwide.  But it 

important that we take care not to 

compromise ourselves or our 

lodge by indulging in contact with 

unrecognised masonic bodies. I am 

sure the authors will not mind me 

quoting from their book, as it is 

important that we all understand 

the basic requirements for visiting. 

 

"There are four rules common to 

most mainstream Grand Lodges, 

relating to visiting in recognised or 

unrecognised jurisdictions. 

 

The first rule is concerned 

primarily with the question of 

recognition from the point of 

view of the visitor.  This has four 

aspects, to each of which there 

may be exceptions, as follows: - 

 A Mason may only visit 

constituent lodges under a 

Grand Lodge recognised by 

his own (in our case the 

United Grand Lodge of 

England) - unless both Grand 

Lodges provide otherwise. 

 If a Mason owes allegiance to 

two Grand Lodges, then he 

may only visit lodges in a 

third jurisdiction recognised 

by both - unless all the Grand 

Lodges involved permit 

otherwise. 

 If a Mason, Brother P, 

lawfully visits a lodge in 

another jurisdiction, and finds 

another visitor lawfully 

present, whose Grand Lodge 

is not in amity with Brother 

P's Grand Lodge, then Brother 

P must withdraw - unless 

Brother P's Grand Lodge and 

the host's Grand Lodge both 

permit otherwise.  

Increasingly, Grand Lodges 

are adopting the 'when in 

Rome' provision, permitting 

their visiting brethren to 

comply with the practice of 

the host lodge, ignoring any 

conflict with their own 

previous requirements. 

 A lodge may only admit 

visitors from jurisdictions 

formally recognised by the 

host Grand Lodge - unless the 

host Grand Lodge has 

instructed its lodges 

otherwise. 

The safest course is for the 

mainstream visitor to obtain 

advice from his own Grand Lodge 

prior to visiting.  If this is not 

practicable he should abide by the 

strictest version of the above rules. 

 

The second rule is the Master of 

any lodge has the prerogative to 

refuse to admit any visitor if he 

is not satisfied that he is a regular 

Mason of good standing; or if he 

feels that such a proposed visitor 

will disturb the harmony of his 

lodge.  The former power is only 

occasionally used as a matter of 

necessity; the latter very rarely.  

Nevertheless, the prerogative 

power of the Master of the Lodge 

is wide.  And in some 

jurisdictions, any member present 

may object to a particular visitor 

being admitted. 

 

The third rule concerns business 

meetings.  Under some forms of 

masonic practice, business 

meetings are held separately from 

meetings held for degree 

conferment.  Where this is the case 

visitors are often excluded from 

the former, but never the latter.  

Similarly, in some jurisdictions 

where ordinary lodge business and 

degree conferments are held in the 

space of a single meeting, visitors 

are sometimes not admitted until 

after the lodge has completed the 

business part of its activities. 

 

Finally, visiting by invitation.  In 

some jurisdictions, notably 

England, it is usual for visitors to 

receive an invitation from a lodge 

member.  In other areas, while 

such a restriction does not exist 

with respect to ordinary meetings, 

it does apply to Installation 

meetings." 

 

The message is simple - check 

before you visit.  Ask the 

Secretary to make the necessary 

enquiries on your behalf. 

Dates for the Diary 

 

Wednesday, 12th May, Provincial 

Grand Chapter at Preston.  This is 

when Les Blower will receive his 

promotion.  The Trafalgar Group 

is hosting the meeting and you will 

recall that they would appreciate 

assistance from the Companions of 

Downshire Chapter. Names to our 

Secretary, Alex Rowan, ASAP 

please.  There will be a briefing 

session on 23rd February at 7.30 at 

Hope Street for those volunteering 

(only 4 as I write!). 

 

Saturday, 12th June, Grand 

Barbecue to be held in the grounds 

of the Tithebarn - more details 

later but be warned that tickets 

will be in very short supply. 

 

Sunday, 13th June, the Garden 

Party at the Tithebarn in aid of the 

Maude Sullivan extension.  Again 

Alex Rowan is the man to contact 

for programmes and raffle tickets. 

Let's hope that we have 'Garden 

Party weather' on the day! 

And finally - 

When we said 'goodbye' to W.Bro 

Charles Colgate in lodge the other 

day our Chaplain, W.Bro Maurice 

Francis, ended with these words:- 

 

'When I finally come to the end 

of the road, and the sun has set 

for me, 

I want no rites in a gloom filled 

room, why cry for a soul set free. 

Miss me a little - but not too 

long, and not with your head 

bowed low, 

Remember the friendship we 

once shared, miss me but let me 

go.' 



 

 

 

 


