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Thank you very much 

Kath and I are very grateful to 

you for the support you gave to 

the Weekend Away at the Wild 

Boar.  We enjoyed it 

immensely and would like to 

believe that everybody else did 

too. 

April Scribbles 

I simply failed to get around to 

doing it! BUT no one seemed 

to miss it too much!  Which 

should tell me something ... 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

The weekend of 12/13th June 

sees the Tithebarn Barbecue on 

the Saturday Night - which is a 

sell-out - and the Garden Party 

on the Sunday.  Many of you 

will have already bought your 

admission programme for the 

Garden Party but if not you can 

pay at the gate - just £1, and 

children go free.  The fun starts 

at about 2.00 p.m.  Lets hope 

for fine weather. 

 

Trafalgar Group Golf Society 

Tournament - Childwall Golf 

Club, Thursday, 10th June.  

First tee is at 1.30.  There will 

be a Presentation Dinner in the 

evening that will be attended 

by our Asst.PGM. Rev Harry 

Ross and our Group Chairman 

Clive Jefferies.  Non-masonic 

golfing friends would be made 

most welcome and non-golfers 

would also be welcome at the 

dinner. 

 

The Provincial Golf Finals will 

be held on Wednesday, 11th 

August, at Childwall again.  

It's been a long time since 

Downshire was involved in 

these events and anyone 

needing further information  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

should contact Mike 

Winterbottom (Secty) on 0151 

339 6009, or John Lewis 

(Chairman) on 0151 638 7145. 

 

The Trafalgar Group Bowls 

Tournament will be held at the 

Masonic Bowling Club, Long 

Lane, Wavertree, on Saturday, 

19th June, at 12.30. 

 

The Provincial Bowls 

Tournament will be at Fox 

Lane, Leyland on Saturday, 

3rd July, at 10.00 am. 
 

Contact for bowls is Alex 

Rowan 0151 420 1597 

 

(Have you noticed how bowls 

is very popular with the 'more 

mature mason' most of whom 

also seem to have 'bad back 

syndrome'  - is there a link I 

wonder?) 

 

Hope Street Hall 

Are you handy?  Have you a 

practical skill that could be put 

to use in the Hall during the 

recess when we take the 

opportunity to give the place a 

bit of a wash and brush up?  

Could you spare a day or two?  

If so the Acting Facilities 

Manager, Paul Robinson, 

would be pleased to hear from 

you.  His number is 0151 709 

2506. 

 

Comp John Lawrence 

It was nice to see so many of 

the brethren at Woolton Hall on 

Tuesday, 23rd March to join 

John Lawrence in his 

celebration of 50 years in the 

Craft.  The Master and brethren 

of the Liverpool Dramatic  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lodge made us most welcome 

and we enjoyed the evening 

very much. 

 

As ever John displayed his 

considerable skills as an after 

dinner speaker and delighted 

the festive board with his jokes.  

John has never been through 

the Chair but he is nonetheless 

an example to us all of how a 

mason should conduct himself.  

He is conscientious in his 

attendance - I have only known 

him ever miss Chapter when he 

was physically unable to 

attend- he is good company and 

I know how much masonry 

means to him.  He wishes me to 

thank all those who attended 

the celebrations, not only for 

their company but also for the 

gifts bestowed upon him.  His 

wife, Nancy, also wishes to 

convey her thanks for the 

bouquet of flowers sent to her. 

 

News from the 'net 

Not a lot going on really, much 

of the debate has been about 

the decline in numbers.  This 

was triggered by an item in 

Freemasonry Today which 

suggests that we are not alone 

in having problems.  

Organisations such as the 

Scouts are in difficulty too.  

 

There is some good news 

which is that The Grand 

Charity has given £100,000 to 

the British Red Cross to assist 

in their work of caring for 

refugees from Kosovo. 

(I didn't see that make the 

papers!)
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We were in Edinburgh just 

after Easter and I took the 

opportunity to visit Rosslyn 

Chapel, which lies just South of 

the City. 

 

Completed in 1486 the chapel 

is currently covered over by a 

massive steel roof to protect it 

from the elements while work 

is carried out. 

 

Inside it has a very strange 

atmosphere and is riddled with 

masonic symbols and, in 

particular, motifs associated 

with the Knights Templar.  

Many people believe that this 

chapel is proof that the 

Templars in escaping 

persecution in France in 1307 

fled not only to Scotland but 

also to America and travelled 

freely in between.  For there, in 

Rosslyn, are unmistakable 

carvings depicting aloe cactus 

and maize cobs - plants 

allegedly unknown in Europe 

until after Columbus returned  

 

 

from America having 

'discovered' it in 1492. 

 

The carvings are most intricate 

and one wonders how the work 

was done in those days when 

there were only hand tools to 

perform the task.   

 

Equally strange is the range of 

visitors - it is chock-full of 

chaps whom are quite 

obviously masons browsing 

around and taking photographs!  

There is an exhibition of 

masonic regalia in the visitors' 

centre and some of the exhibits 

suggest that masonry was 

brought to Europe by gypsies 

who were 'artificers in metal'. 

 

I will refer just once more to 

the book 'The Hiram Key' 

because its authors, Christopher 

Knight and Robert Lomas, 

devote the final section of the 

book to the significance of 

Rosslyn and have come up with 

the theory that there is 

'something' buried under the  

 

chapel - in vaults into which 

one day someone might 

descend, (observing due care to 

avoid noxious vapours,) which 

will reveal not just the secrets 

of masonry but so much much 

more ... 

 

If you go to Edinburgh do 

make the short trip to Roslyn, 

as it is spelt, you will not be 

disappointed. 

 

And finally:- 

Deep peace of the Running 

Wave to you, 

Deep peace of the Flowing Air 

to you, 

Deep peace of the quiet earth to 

you, 

Deep peace of the Shining 

Stars to you, 

Deep peace of the Son of Peace 

to you. 

 

(Tapestry in Rosslyn Chapel) 

 

Have a nice break and come 

back refreshed for next season. 

ROSSLYN CHAPEL 



 


