
Happy Anniversary.. 

W.Bro Adrian McLoughlin, 21 

years in the Lodge on 26th 

April. 

Ladies Night 

What a great night it was.  All 

those attending seemed to 

enjoy themselves and a special 

thank-you must go to those 

brethren who brought guests. 

Photoshoot 

Some 30 brethren and PIGs 

will feature in the Millennium 

Photograph.  We told you it 

wasn't an April Fool prank! 

 

 

Records Office 

Many of you are aware that I 

have been wittering on for 

years about certain returns that 

used to be made to the local 

Clerk to the Justices under the 

terms of the Seditious Oaths 

Act 1799.  The problem was 

that I had been unable to locate 

them.  I NOW HAVE!!  Well 

some of them anyhow.  I had 

been loaned a booklet entitled 

'Was Your Ancestor a 

Freemason' and it clearly said 

in there that the Local records 

Office should have these 

returns.  Thus armed I sallied 

forth to William Brown Street, 

4th Floor.  They do have some 

records, but only for the period 

between about 1879 and 1890 

and even then not all records 

for all lodges. 

 

Anyhow Downshire is fairly 

well represented though I have 

so far only copied the 1879 

returns.   There were 115 

members listed and the list 

makes fascinating reading.  we 

had two brethren whose 

occupation was described as 

'Gentleman' , many 'Licensed 

Victuallers'  one of whom was 

from the White Horse in 

Rugely, Staffs., another from 

the Stanley Arms, Aughton, 

another from the Bull Hotel, 

Gateacre, and a further 17 with 

Liverpool addresses. 

 

Seafaring types and Mariners - 

25 with an additional sprinkling 

of ship builders, shipwrights 

and shipping agents.  Most 

intriguing occupation was a 'car 

proprietor' - in 1879?  What 

sort of car? 

 

While most members have 

Liverpool addresses the 

presence of a member from 

Rugely indicates the influence 

of the railway for Rugely is a 

railway town. Salford too was 

accessible by rail for Bro 

Boswell, blacksmith.   The 

farthest flung member is from 

Depford, London, a butcher by 

trade with a wonderfully 

Germanic name - Bro Charles 

Scheiterleni - and it's a pity the 

attendance books are missing 

as it would have interesting to 

see how often he managed to 

attend.  Members from 

Tranmere, Seacombe and 

Birkenhead are evidence that 

the ferry services were up and 

running.  

 

There are a number of records 

for the Liverpool Dramatic 

Lodge No. 1609, (Comp John 

Lawrence is a member) and 

many of their entries don't give 

an address but merely state 

'travelling' with an occupation 

such as 'comedian'. 

Apollo Lodge seemed to have a 

lot of Professors of Music 

among the members and I 

mentioned this to Brian (the 

Printer) MacCormack who told 

me that Apollo Lodge used to 

have its own choir and part of 

the interview for would-be 

members was a singing test! 

 

Truly wonderful stuff to 

browse over. 

 

So I have had a very satisfying 

month all round.  I have left in 

the Provincial Office a list of 

those lodges for which records 

are available and the years for 

which they are held. 

News from the net ... 

Lots of huffing and puffing at 

the moment and I'm glad to say 

that I caused it!  Triggered off 

by the Grand Lodge News you 

will have received with your 

circular and the item headed 

'Internet Policy'.   I sent the 

following message to the 

ukmasonslist - 

 

"I have just received my copy 

of Grand Lodge News dated 8 

March 2000 in which there is 

an item headed Internet Policy.  

A policy document on the 

Internet has been agreed and 

will be available shortly from 

the Grand Secretary's Office. 

 

However the GL News does 

say, and I quote, "There is no 

objection to Provinces or 

individual Lodges setting up 

web sites, but to ensure 

accuracy and consistency the 

material to be used should be 

forwarded to the Grand 

Secretary's office for approval 
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in advance of its use.  

Approved material will then 

have the right to a 'charter 

mark', incorporating on each 

approved page either the shield 

from the Arms of Grand Lodge, 

or the statement 'This page has 

been approved by the United 

Grand Lodge of England'" 

 

Now I may be over-reacting a 

bit here but I am not happy 

with this and it has raised a 

number of issues. 

 

I read 'accuracy and 

consistency' as 'censorship'.  I 

am aged 60, not aged 6, so 

presumably have some 

common sense.   I have been in 

masonry since 1972 and it can 

be said that I have absorbed at 

least some of the principles and 

tenets of the craft and would 

not bring it into disrepute.   

 

The few hundred people who 

have visited my web page do 

not appear to have caused 

freemasonry to crumble. 

 

Is there to be created a position 

of 'Grand Web Watcher' with 

attendant staff and expense 

(ours!)? 

 

What will happen if I choose 

not to submit my pages?  I 

already include a disclaimer on 

my site that I do not represent 

either my Lodge or the 

UGLoE.  As it stands I do not 

even consult my lodge as to site 

content. 

 

How soon will it be before 

'accuracy and consistency' is to 

be applied to the lodge 

newsletter I produce?  

Circulation 90. 

 

Do I really want to remain a 

member of an organisation 

that has so little trust in me?   

 

What would happen should I 

resign and still leave my 

website running? 

Have a look at my site while it 

is still there brethren and let me 

know if it causes offence. 

 

Sincerely, and sadly, 

 

David Jones" 

 

The resultant flurry of 

messages shows that this 

subject matter struck a chord.  I 

would claim that most of the 

messages were supportive of 

my views and a number of 

brethren raised the issue that it 

would be easy to copy the GL 

Shield onto an unauthorised, or 

even hostile site, to lend it 

spurious respectability.  Of 

equal concern was the time 

delay inherent in submitting 

anything for approval before it 

could be published.  And how 

about those minor changes 

people make to their site to 

improve it?  Would they need 

approval too?  The whole thing 

would be an administrative 

nightmare. 

 

For those of you with web 

access the site URL is revealed 

fully, and at length, under the 

newsletter title 'Scribbles'. 

 

I await sight of the full 

document with interest! 

 

Dates for the Diary ... 

Just a reminder that Provincial 

Grand Chapter  is in Preston 

on Wednesday, 17th May, and 

Provincial Grand Lodge in 

Blackpool on Tuesday, 23rd 

May, when Alex Rowan and 

Adrian McLoughlin will 

receive their first appointments. 

 

Allerton Lodge's River Cruise 

is scheduled for Sunday, 20th 

August.  Tickets £14 - ask me. 

And finally ... 

These church notices are 

claimed to be for real! 

 

This afternoon there will be a 

meeting in the south and north 

ends of the church. Children 

will be baptized at both ends. 

 

Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. there will 

be an ice cream social. All 

ladies giving milk please come 

early. 

 

Wednesday, the Ladies' Liturgy 

Society will meet. Mrs. 

Johnson will sing "Put Me in 

My Little Bed" accompanied 

by the pastor. 

 

Thursday at 5:00 p.m. there 

will be a meeting of the Little 

Mothers' Club. All those 

wishing to become little 

mothers please meet the 

minister in his study. 

 

This being Easter Sunday, we 

will ask Mrs. Johnson to come 

forward and lay an egg on the 

altar. 

 

The services will close with 

"Little Drops of Water." One of 

the ladies will start quietly, and 

the rest will join in. 

 

On Sunday, a special collection 

will be taken to defray the 

expenses of the new carpet. All 

those wishing to do something 

on the new carpet, come 

forward and get a piece of 

paper. 

 

The ladies of the church have 

cast off clothing of every kind 

and they may be seen in the 

church basement on Friday 

afternoon. 

 

A bean supper will be held 

Saturday evening in the church 

basement.  Music will follow. 

 

 

 

 

Au-revoir until next month - or 

maybe this is goodbye! 

 


