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Not been the best of summers from the Lodge point of 

view.  We lost two of our most valued Brothers.  WBro 

Brian Baker and WBro Sam Gedling.  

WBro Brian Baker—Died 20th June 2014 aged 69. 

 

Brian was Initiated in 1997 

having been Proposed by 

Bro. Jimmy Dean and Sec-

onded by WBro Peter Fran-

cis. 

 

Brian had had a distin-

guished career in the mili-

tary, followed by a less ex-

citing career in Local Gov-

ernment. 

 

Having passed through the 

Chair in 2002, a year in 

which Brian’s grasp of the 

ritual was very evident, 

Brian became Lodge Secre-

tary.  It was here that his 

formidable administrative 

skills really came in to play 

and the Lodge administra-

tion ran smoothly from then 

on. 

 

Sadly over the years Brian’s 

health steadily deteriorated 

but such was his tenacity 

that despite having to carry 

around with him an oxygen 

supply he kept up his Ma-

sonic duties as long as he could.  Brian was always ready, 

willing and able to contribute to the Lodge ceremonies, 

even if he had to pause to catch his breath from time to 

time. 

 

He was a fighter to the end.  He was in and out of Arrowe 

Park hospital so often that when he went in again on 11th 

June his view, along with everybody else's’ was ‘Here we 

go again.’  It’s not that no-one cared—we did, but Brian’s 

own view was not to bother visiting as he would be out in 

a few days.  Sadly that proved not to be the case. 

 

Brian will be missed for his positive attitude to life which 

may be summed up as, ‘Just get on with it.’  His dedica-

tion and commitment to the Lodge, and to life in general, 

is an example for us all to follow.  ~~~~~~~~~ 

WBro Sam Gedling– Died 9th August 2014—aged 86. 

 

Sam was Initiated into Commercial Travellers’ Lodge in 

1955– so had been in masonry almost since ‘time imme-

morial’.  He was a regular ‘PIG’ (Permanently Invited 

Guest) at our Lodge and eventually became a member.  

An obituary to Sam will be sent out with this newsletter as 

a separate document.  ~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Many of us will remember WBro Alex Rowan who was 

WM in 1991.  A somewhat tortured soul, Alex died, aged 

81 after a long period of ill health, on 22nd May 2014.   I 

will remember him in particular for his kindness and the 

assistance he gave to me as I progressed through the 

Chairs of Downshire Chapter.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Tithebarn Meatfeast—13th July 

The weather was fine, the meat plentiful, the company 

was great and the entertainment provided by our own 

Tony Cowley (above) and Roy Weissensteiner and Sarah 

Lowe (below) was excellent.  What more could one ask? 



 It’s coming closer!! 

08 April 2015 Provincial Grand Chapter will be held at   

 Southport Theatre and Convention Centre 

(Spotted on the Provincial website by Paul Robinson!) 

And finally ... 

The past should be the 

past.  It can destroy the 

future. Live life for what 

tomorrow has to offer, not 

for what yesterday has 

taken away. 

Investiture of our Provincial Grand Master— at the 

Winter Gardens, Blackpool, Thursday, 31st July 2014 

 

It’s a bit of a hike to get to Blackpool but, non the less 

Downshire was adequately represented at the event by our 

Grand officer, a couple of Provincial Grand Officers and a 

brace of Master Masons.   

 

Not that the Province seemed to care.  The usual custom 

is/was  that on arrival each of us would fill in an Atten-

dance Card—name, rank, lodge number.  These cards 

would then be scrutinised and any Lodge not represented 

would be ‘admonished’ by the Provincial Grand Secre-

tary. It used to happen too, and when we were admonished 

on one occasion when I was Lodge Secretary my response 

was that as we had not received any honours there was no 

real reason for anyone to attend. 

 

It was, to put it mildly, rather warm in the Winter Gardens 

and the starting time of 4 p.m. did little to encourage at-

tendance.  However, the business was despatched with 

brisk determination and the proceedings shortened some-

what by the biggest surprise of the day—THERE WAS 

NO COLLECTION FOR THE CHARITIES!!!! 

 

I think I’ll have to repeat that—THERE WAS NO COL-

LECTION FOR THE CHARITIES!!!!  Almost a thousand 

masons gathered together and no-one though to pass the 

hat? 

 

Anyhow, it was all over by about 5.45 and we were sitting 

down in the Rufford Arms for dinner as planned at 7.15.   

 

Having our charitable instincts frustrated at the Winter 

Gardens I’m sure that many of the Brethren did as I did 

and pressed a £2 coin into the hands of the first wino who 

accosted me on the way back to the car park (Lord knows 

there were plenty of them about.  There, but for the Grace 

of God, goes any one of us.) 

 

Best wishes to WBro Tony Harrison, Provincial Grand 

Master, may he have a long, happy and healthy tenure in 

Office.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dates for the Diary ... 

 

Thursday, 25th September  Regular Lodge meeting—

elections and a Lecture. 

 

Thursday, 23rd October  Installation.  Please bring a guest 

or two. 

 

Thursday, 27th November  Regular Lodge meeting—

Third Degree. 

 

Saturday, 6th December  Lodge Christmas Party.  Taking 

the usual format of Christmas Dinner with Wine of 

course, Carols and a Disco to close the evening. Full 

Members are of course free at this event ! 

 

Somewhat earlier than usual this year since, when pitched 

close to Christmas, some of us have other functions we 

feel obliged to attend. 

 

Date to be arranged 

 

A Shiverpool Walk around the Hope Street area preceded 

by a meal at Bistro Jaques on Hardman Street.  Cost for 

meal and walk £20.  Only 20 slots available so get in 

touch with WM asap if you wish to go.  There is a walk of 

roughly a mile involved.  I went on this some months 

ago—and reported back via Scribbles.  It’s an amusing 

way to pass an hour or so—if it’s not raining! 

 

Does Amsterdam appeal? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I understand their ‘coffee shops’ can be quite relaxing—

doesn’t sound quite like my cup of tea but others may be 

attracted. Another major tourist attraction ‘the Red Light’ 

district, I find equally unappealing.  It’s my chapel up-

bringing I’m suppose.   

 

I don’t go along with this ‘human zoo’ concept where 

fellow human beings are ‘exhibits’.  I imagine for exam-

ple a village of pygmies in Africa and when the Headman 

sees a tourist bus approaching he shouts out a warning, ‘I 

spy tourists, look small, look small.’ 

 

http://www.shiverpool.co.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=amsterdam+coffee+shops&hl=en-GB&rlz=1T4GUEA_en-GBGB506GB506&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=xHwEVITWJ-u9ygOX44DYDw&ved=0CAkQ_AUoAg&biw=1280&bih=544#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=FUJIU6U5g9l68M%253A%3B8KdIorGwflJ25M%3Bhttp%253A%252F%
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=amsterdam+red+light+district&hl=en-GB&rlz=1T4GUEA_en-GBGB506GB506&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=sX0EVPbdBajmyQOao4C4Bg&ved=0CAgQ_AUoAQ&biw=1280&bih=544
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=t8DlflrqPws2XM&tbnid=9zYNjDw3lZBSHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fullscreen360.com%2Fred-light-district&ei=rnsEVJfXH-LuyQPO7ILQCg&psig=AFQjCNFjr1uaKs-HEpyASIAic
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=8EP4S6NVmTUzaM&tbnid=9DyjzpCUfey7iM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhdwallsource.com%2Fred-tulips-12654.html&ei=ZoAEVNLuK6XmywOz_oGwAQ&psig=AFQjCNE1dlsCAjFnRSAOJHqP236

