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CONGRATULATIONS  

 

To Bro. Mark Henry, and, particularly, his wife Tracey, 

on the birth of a daughter, Sarah, who weighed in at 6lb 

9oz on 20th July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I know all babies are lovely but they always seem particu-

larly lovely when they are asleep! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

W 
elcome back—it’s the start of a new sea-

son and it’s going to be great! 
 

Well it will be great in the short-term because Bro Phil 

Clements has agreed that, if it is the wish of the Brethren, 

he will remain in the Chair for another year.   

 

Longer term we have a more serious problem.  The 

‘ladder’ is a bit wobbly.  For example while the Stewards’ 

list looks healthy, for reasons of job or geography, a num-

ber of the Stewards may well have difficulty in attending 

Lodge—let alone Committees or Practices, on a regular 

basis. 

 

So it’s looking as if for the next few years we will be rely-

ing on the goodwill and willingness of Past Masters  to 

keep the Lodge afloat let alone moving forward. 

 

One of the most important areas we need to address is the 

nurture, support and encouragement of our younger breth-

ren so that they enjoy attending and become inspired to 

take on responsibility and are ready to take over from 

those of us who are ready to pass on the torch. 

 

It is equally important that progression should be at a lei-

surely and, more importantly, a pleasurable pace for all 

concerned.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

All mushrooms are edible—but some of them only once! 

(Montenegrin proverb) 

Commiserations  
 

Mrs Kate Francis suffered a stroke in early August.  She 

is currently in Broadgreen undergoing intensive physio-

therapy.  Knowing Kate she will be giving it her best shot. 

 

WBro Andy Zachariades had a heart attack in late August. 

He too ended up in Broadgreen Hospital where he was 

fitted with a stent.  He was allowed home for a while but 

possibly ignored his doctors’ instructions to ‘take it easy’ 

and now (8th September) finds himself back in 

Broadgreen. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Obituary 

Chapter Members will, I know, be saddened by news of 

the death of Comp. Sam Prowting who died on June 5th 

and whose passing we only heard of long after his funeral 

had taken place so, sadly, we were not represented there. 

 

 Sam was Exalted into Downshire Chapter in March 1974.   

A quietly spoken Companion Sam never aspired to Office 

but, until recently, was a regular attendee.  He was 88 and 

a member of Sovereign’s Peace Lodge 8911.  ~~~~~~~ 

Do we have an image problem?  Just how does the out-

side world see us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture appeared in the Times recently alongside an 

item about the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) which, 

like us, is having difficulty attracting young, active, mem-

bers.  Taken at a beer festival it does CAMRA no favours 

depicting activists as demented gnomes— if that’s the 

public perception of CAMRA how would we fare I won-

der?  ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



Are you receiving me?   

Being idle/efficient I use Group mailing lists for distribut-

ing Scribbles by e-mail; similarly Group text is used for 

matters of more immediacy—e.g. funeral details and meet 

ups for a drink.   

 

However, I know that I don’t have everybody's email/

mobile.   

 

So if you only received this Scribbles in paper form and 

would be happy to receive it by email please send an 

email to:-  doj@martindale-jones.fsnet.co.uk.  Subject 

‘Scribbles’. 

 

If you didn’t receive a text from me on 2nd August about 

drinks in the Ship and Mitre then I don’t have a mobile 

number for you so send me a text at 07905 508 420 saying 

‘add me’, in all cases please don’t forget to give your 

name too!!  Note that it’s NOT always necessary to reply 

to a text 

 

(It occurs to me that not everyone will recognise the actor 

in the photo above; it’s Tony Hancock, radio and TV co-

median. It’s a still from ‘The Radio Ham’  click on the 

link to watch it on You Tube. It was originally recorded in 

1961.)  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Who says, ‘Romance is dead’? Not the writer who posted 

the message below in the Metro’s ‘Rush Hour Crush’ sec-

tion 

WE ARE NOT ALONE .... 

Spotted this Downshire Lodge Centenary Jewel on 

EBay— but it’s Lodge number #108  1892-1992 in the 

Irish Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It went to the sole bidder for £9.99 + £4 p&p 

 

Sadly I have not yet been able to find any information 

about Lodge 108. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Just a reminder that Lodge Subscriptions fall due on 

1st October and the Treasurer would appreciate prompt 

payment please.  And please spare the Treasurer the em-

barrassment of having to remind you of over-due subs a 

few months down the road.  Current annual rates are, for 

Resident Members £391; Non-resident Members £237.50 

with a Dining Fee of £22 per meal. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

‘I don’t believe it.’  Our lager loving WM enjoying—or 

pretending to enjoy– a pint of Real Ale! 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Thursday, 22nd September  Regular Lodge Meeting, Busi-

ness will be a Second Degree and the Election of Officers 

for the 2016/2017 Year.   

 

Wednesday, 5th October  Lodge Committee and a Practice 

possibly, but not necessarily, of the Installation. 

 

Thursday, 27th October  INSTALLATION.  W.Bro Law-

rence Keith Sanders, PAGDC, will be Representing the 

RWPrGM..  Some of us have met him before when he 

Represented at our Downshire Chapter Installation in 

January. 

 

Saturday, 10th December 2016 

 

Ladies to Dine at the Adelphi 

Hotel in Liverpool City Centre. 

 

Come and dance the night away 

and bring a friend or two too. 

 

More details soon. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CaEb2bD1yY
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/MM1841-IRISH-MASONIC-CENTENARY-JEWEL-DOWNSHIRE-MASONIC-LODGE-108-FREEMASONRY-/302028649159?

