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Dates for the diary. 

 

Thursday, 27th October. Regular Meeting—The Annual 

Installation.   Starting time is 5:00 pm, an 

hour earlier than usual.  Our current WM, 

Bro Phil Clements will be ‘proclaimed’ as 

WM for the ensuing year.  Hence the cere-

mony will not be as long as it would be if 

we were installing a Brother who had not 

previously been in the Chair.  The ceremony 

should still be interesting enough to keep us 

enlightened and entertained. 

 

If you can, please invite a guest or two to join us—the 

dining fee for a guest is £25 and the Treasurer needs to be 

advised so that meals may be booked and, eventually, a 

table plan produced. 

 

Thursday, 24th November, Regular Lodge Meeting—

business to be a Third Degree ceremony. 

 

Saturday, 10th December  Ladies to Dine at the Adelphi 

Hotel,  tickets will be £35.  More details to follow but ink 

the date in the diary now!  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Now then, some of us will have received an e-mail 

which reads as follows:- 

‘ WM Elect   Merchants Lodge 241  

  

Dear Sir and Brother 

                                    Members of Merchants Lodge No 241 

have for some years run a very enjoyable  “ Ladies and Friends 

to Dine” evening  in lieu of a December meeting. We recognise 

that for some Lodges such an event might not be viable due to 

Lodge numbers or other factors and I am aware that two Lodges 

in the Liverpool Group are already combining for a similar joint 

social evening. To this end I am writing to you to invite your 

members to join us on 3rd December 2016 with their wives, part-

ners and friends .   

The evening is informal with no lodge meeting and 

normally consists of a seasonal 3 course dinner followed by 

some light hearted entertainment such as ‘Heads & Tails’ , ‘Irish 

Bingo’ , a Table Quiz and Music Quiz.  There are modest prizes 

and a raffle for the charities .  

Only the Loyal Toast is given.   

 

 

 The event is held in either the Main or the 

Top  Banqueting Room depending on numbers and drinks will 

be available at the bar in those rooms. Dress is smart casual and 

the cost is £17.00 per head. 

Our aim is to have a pleasant, relaxed pre Christmas- 

time meal with our ladies and our friends whilst promoting our 

fellowship, supporting the Hall and raising a little towards the 

Masonic Charities.  

If this is something that your Lodge or individual 

members would be interested in attending please contact me as 

below as soon as convenient. I would appreciate any responses 

by no later than  

 Yours faithfully and fraternally,  

 

Ray Fitzimmons, ME  Merchants Lodge 241’ 

 

 

What are your first thoughts about this? One of the prob-

lems facing all lodges’ social functions are the twin be-

devilments of falling numbers and rising costs. 

 

An entertainer has a fee to be paid no matter if there are 

twenty or two hundred people attending, over which num-

ber the cost will be spread.  Ditto the disco.  Hence the 

urgency with which as many people as possible are per-

suaded to attend.  

 

Frequently numbers are made up by the WM himself in-

viting personal guests, possibly at his own expense, which 

is fine if the WM has the support of a wide circle of fam-

ily and friends.  Not so good if, like me, you have no real 

family close at hand and  are a  ‘billy no-mates’ to boot. 

 

Downshire, as a lodge, used to attend en-masse the Group 

Functions held by the old Liverpool 6th Group.  There 

would be dinners at the Grafton at which each table would 

be presented with a turkey the size of a young ostrich and 

one of the party would volunteer to carve it and dole it 

out.  We had WBro (Farmer) Jim Fyles with us in those 

days who was an expert carver so never had any problems 

on that score.   

 

We seem to have lost the loyalty we used to have to 

whichever Group we were in and I don’t think any of us 

has been to any of the Liverpool Group functions—ever.  

Correct me if I’m wrong. 

 

More to the point are our two main functions the ‘Ladies 

to Dine’ and the ‘Ladies Night’ out-moded and irrelevant?  

If so what would we—and in particular our ladies—like to 

see in their place.  Do please consult your lady and feed 

back her views positive and, especially, negative to the 

WM.  Do ladies actually enjoy ladies Night—Kath didn’t! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Same again! 



On the sick 

Kate Francis is home and making progress. 

 

Andy Zacariades is at home and still not 

100%  It would be nice if he could make it 

to the Installation though. 

 

 

DESPITE allegations to the contrary I don’t spend all my 

time in pubs.  There are more interesting, and cheaper, 

ways of being entertained in our fair city. 

 

We are blessed with two very fine cathedrals and it’s pos-

sible to indulge in a little exercise followed  by a little sit-

down while being entertained by a very fine musician. 

 

I get into the City by train and it’s  a 

twenty minute walk from central 

station uphill all the way to the Met-

ropolitan Cathedral (it used to be a 

fifteen minute walk but that’s going 

back a bit). 

 

Arriving at the cathedral it only remains to climb the fifty-

two steps to the main doors.  Then it’s time for the little-

sit down bit and if you have managed to arrive on the First 

Thursday of the month at 1:00 p.m. you will be in time for 

a one hour long, free, guitar concert by the legendary John 

O’Connell—of Groundpig fame.  John’s repertoire is  

secular rather than religious and he is fascinating to watch 

as well as to listen to.  Like all great musicians there is an 

economy of movement which makes the playing look so 

simple. 

 

On exiting the Wigwam pause a 

while to take in the vista down Hope 

Street to the magnificence of the 

‘proper’ i.e. Anglican cathedral. 

 

From Central Station it’s another 

twenty minute walk, climbing all the 

way, until you arrive with barely the strength to push open 

the great oak doors to get into the great space.  John is to 

be found here on the last Thursday in the month playing 

from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.  He is usually located under what 

is known as the Bridge opposite the Gift Shop. 

 

Both cathedrals have interesting acoustics because of the 

size and shape of their surroundings.  While the concerts 

are free both also are happy to accept donations to assist 

with the upkeep of the buildings.  Both have refreshment 

rooms and both are also with easy reach of the Dispensary 

pub on Renshaw Street in the shadow of the Bombed Out 

Church. I can recommend the Mark’s Mild which is al-

ways on and always spot on too. 

 

To hear a sample of John in action hold down the Ctrl key 

and click HERE.  Obviously you need to be online for this 

to work. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Autumn  is a really delightful time of year when the 

leaves turn to gold—who needs to go to the States to New 

England to see the Fall when we have in Old England 

Sefton Park, Otterspool Park and the Festival Gardens all 

within walking distance of each other. 

 

There is something rather magical about rainbows and it 

was nice to see the Liverpool Echo publishing readers’ 

photos of a spectacular double rainbow display over the 

city a few days ago—makes a change from the usual lit-

any of shootings and stabbings. 

 

Do you know there are also lunar rainbows—moonbows ? 

Not always easy to see because of light pollution but when 

I was a weather observer based on a dark airfield I did see 

a few. 

Speaking of rainbows there is one of the Masonic side 

degrees—Royal Ark Mariners which is known as the 

‘Rainbow Warriors’.  I don’t know why, but their logo 

may give a clue,  and I have no real wish to find out but 

I’m sure the more energetic and committed masons among 

us will certainly know. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Capture 

  

 

The severe impact of hurricanes such as Hurricane Mat-

thew across parts of Haiti, Dominican Republic, Cuba, 

Jamaica and the Bahamas continues to cause untold mis-

ery and serious problems for many families. The Founda-

tion has been particularly shocked by the adverse condi-

tions and circumstances people have faced and we want to 

do everything we can to help the Red Cross’s vital work 

on the grounds, helping individuals stay safe and rebuild 

their lives." 

CEO of The Masonic Charitable Foundation, David Innes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSOUJbg6TAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9qs3Vq_AQQ

