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W 
elcome back to the new Masonic Season 

which got off to a flying start with the 

election of Bro. Phil Clements to become 

our next Worshipful Master.  Phil is look-

ing forward to an exciting and fulfilling year (maybe 

two?) in the Chair and will give his all to make a success 

of his year in Office. 

 

Phil, like many of us, joined masonry and viewed the lad-

der with some trepidation but, with considerable effort 

and dedication Phil has grown into each of the offices he 

has held so far. His confidence has increased in leaps and 

bounds and he is well ready for the challenges of his 

forthcoming Mastership.  It is up to us, the rest of the 

Membership, to give Phil our full support both in the 

Lodge and at the social functions to make Phil’s year the 

resounding success he deserves.   

 

We can make a start by showing up at our Installation on 

Thursday, 24th October and by bringing along a guest or 

two for what promises to be a particularly exciting eve-

ning since the Lodge is being honoured by the presence of 

our Provincial Grand Master himself—Bro J A Harrison. 

 

We are expecting considerable support from other Lodges 

in the Liverpool Group and beyond. Space is limited so 

book now to avoid disappointment by advising. the Secre-

tary of your requirements by SATURDAY, 10TH OCTO-

BER.  By email to paulwcopeland9@aol.com or telephone 

01517395103.   

 

Dining fee is £25 for guests and Country Members.  

The Installation Menu will be 

Soup - Properly prepared. 

Fish - from where the tide etc. 

Entrees - received without scruple or diffidence. 

Duck - a more solid foundation 

Sweet - the hope of reward that sweetens labour. 

Cheese - that last and greatest trial. 

Coffee - nothing now remains. 

 

It’s going to be great!  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dates for the Diary 

Thursday, 26th November—Regular Lodge meeting.  

Business to be an Initiation. 

 

Saturday, 19th December Xmas Party - Devonshire House 

18.30 for 19.00. Entertainment by Tony Cowley in form 

of Christmas Carols and Disco. 

Saturday, 19th March— Ladies’ Night at Devonshire 

House—more details later but for now just ink it into your 

diary.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A departure ... 

 It was with great, and genuine, sadness that I learned that 

Sheila is hanging up her bar –towel and retiring.  Whom 

amongst us had not had a bit of a banter with Sheila?  

Whom amongst us has not enjoyed the warmth of her wel-

come?  Whom amongst us has not noticed how much 

warmer were her farewells? 

 

I recall some years ago some bright spark rejigged the bar 

area a bit and had a number of those proper high bar stools 

lined up along the front of the bar.  Sheila was not one bit 

amused as she didn’t want customers sitting so close as to 

‘be in her face.’  Anyhow the bar stools didn’t last long.  

They just vanished and I reckon Sheila sold them on 

EBay. 

 

Bar work inevitably involves hours that some people 

might consider anti-social.  Not so Sheila, she relished the 

hours as it meant that she was never available for baby-

sitting duties. 

 

Thirtytwo years Sheila  worked at the Hall, but now she is 

free to indulge her passion for travel. So farewell and bon 

voyage  Sheila, and thanks for everything you did for the 

Hall and its Members.   

 

You will be sorely missed. xxx 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



I 
 have had a few personal problems this year primar-

ily Kath’s inoperable lung cancer which metasta-

sized into a brain tumour and finally led to her death 

on September 3rd.  I am having considerable diffi-

culty in coming to terms with the situation and the rapid 

transition from husband to carer to widower. I am how-

ever comforted and grateful for the support and practical 

assistance offered by so many of the Brethren and I thank 

you from the bottom of my heart for that.   

 

I know it may have seemed odd that Kath didn’t want 

visitors but she didn’t like to be seen other than being well 

presented to the world.  At the start of her symptoms when 

she coughed up a rather large quantity of blood late one 

night I tried to persuade her to go to A&E.  This she flatly 

refused to do because her hair was a mess!  As she be-

came weaker and weaker trips to the various hospital ap-

pointments took longer and longer as she struggled to 

maintain her standards.  Her final days in Marie Curie in 

Woolton were peaceful enough and she kept her spirits up 

to the end—primarily brandy I must say and once when 

the drinks trolley came around while she appeared to be 

asleep the trolley lady asked what she wanted and a voice 

from the bed said, ‘A large one.’  Sadly brandy alone 

could not keep her alive and she slipped away at 10:15 

one morning with scarcely  a sigh.   

 

And I lost my best friend...  

 

It was pleasing to see so many at her funeral where her 

daughter, Leila Carpenter, read the following poem. 

 

‘She is Gone’  (David Harkins) 

 

You can shed tears that she is gone 

or you can smile because she has lived. 

You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back 

or you can open your eyes and see all she has left. 

Your heart can be empty because you can't see her 

or you can be full of the love you shared. 

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 

or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday. 

You can remember her and only that she's gone 

or you can cherish her memory and let it live on. 

You can cry and close your mind, 

be empty and turn your back 

or you can do what she would want: smile,  

open your eyes, love, and go on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.I.P. MY  LITTLE  CHICK!   xx 

 

Subscriptions 

Just a reminder that 2015/2016 subscriptions fell due on 

1st October so please divi up to our Treasurer asap please.  

We have a duty to pay subs and the Treasurer should not 

be put in the embarrassing situation that he needs to ring 

around Brethren to remind them to pay their subs.  Any 

Brother 6 months in arrears (i.e after 1st April 2016) is 

liable to exclusion from the Lodge as per our by-laws.                   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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A ‘Dear John’ from the Province ... 
The announcement that the Provincial Office was moving 

from Liverpool to Leyland was published on the Provin-

cial website in a letter dated 25th August 2015.   

 

Not even the Board of Liverpool Masonic Hall were 

aware of this as mentioned in their September Newslet-

ter ... 

 

“ Unfortunately, as many of you will have seen by a re-

cent notice on the Provincial Web Site, the Province has 

decided to relocate to Leyland Masonic Hall. We do not 

have any details regarding the suggested cost savings 

given as the reason to move, particularly as the Board 

were only made aware of this move at the same time as 

the letter, which informed all members of the move, was 

posted on the Provincial Website; prior to which no con-

sultation with the Board had taken place. Perhaps some 

finer detail will be provided by the Province to members 

over the coming months.” 
 

Ah well, that’s an example of modern day manners for 

you—why bother talking to anyone when an announce-

ment on your website will suffice? I suppose it beats find-

ing an empty room with a note on the mantelpiece. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Good News Corner ... 

Two of our members have become grandparents—Terry 

and Pam Longworth welcomed Ada Pamela Anne  on 

14th September—she weighed in at 8lb—mum and baby 

are both doing well. 

 

Colin and Pam Harrop followed closely behind with 

their new grand-daughter weighing in at 6lb born on 5th 

October.  More details to follow. 

 

Nice to see Alex Gould is fighting fit again.. 

So, by and large, everyone seems OK at the moment. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.westlancsfreemasons.org.uk/7729-2/

