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Report of the VC Memorial ceremony at UGLoE  Dates for the Diary 

 

Thursday, 25th May, Regular Lodge Meeting  sort of.   
This is our Annual Business Meeting (I suggest we rename 

it as our ‘Vision’ meeting) where we can openly discuss 

such matters as, where are we now, where will we be in 5 

years time?  Do we have a plan of succession?  Whither 

subs?   

It is important that everyone has the 

chance to contribute to the discussions—

in particular the more junior brethren.  

Bear in mind the inscription on every one 

of the War Graves Cemeteries, ‘To you 

from failing hands we throw the torch—

be yours to hold it high.’ 

 

We are currently recycling Past Masters through the Lodge 

Offices—this can’t go on.  They are getting tired or, like 

me, losing the plot, and their grip on ritual and reality. 

 

There will be NO festive board after this meeting and the 

WM has decreed that we will head off and dine in the New 

Capital, in Chinatown on the left just past the NOOK.   

 

However, there is good news and bad news.  The bad news 

is that we are being moved to the Roman Room for this 

meeting to suit the needs of the Hall.  The good news is that 

as recompense the Hall will mug us to a couple of bevvies.  

  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Welome to William Copeland the latest scion to the Cope-

land Dynasty pictured above with grand-dad Paul, and 

congratulations go to parents John and Sophie.  ~~~~~ 

 

Our WM, Bro Phil Clements, accompanied by WBro 

Adrian MacLoughlin ventured down to the United Grand 

Lodge in Great Queen Street on Tuesday, 25th April to rep-

resent the Lodge at the unveiling of a Pavement to com-

memorate those Freemasons who won a Victoria Cross in 

the First World War.  One of those was Ronald Neil Stuart 

who was a Lodge Member. 

 

Our representatives reported back that this was a well at-

tended affair.  Obviously our Grand Master the Duke of 

Kent was in attendance along with the Band of The Cold-

steam Guards and a choir of Army Widows. 

 

The photo shows Phil and Adrian and the Pro Grand Master 

Peter Geoffrey Lowndes flanking a cardboard cut out with 

Bro Stuart’s details thereon. 

 

There is a comprehensive write up about Bro Stewart on the 

Liverpool Group Website put together by WBro Geoff 

Cunliffe. 

 

WBro Adrian managed to ingratiate himself with the Pro 

Grand Master thanks to a common interest in cricket. 

 

Adrian also tried to bring the cardboard cut out home with 

him but was denied—it will sent to the Province by some 

other means.  It’s a pity really as the Downshire Duo 

wended  their way back to Euston with a couple of 

‘refreshment stops’ along the way.   The cardboard cut out 

would have been quite a talking point with fellow drinkers 

and may have resulted in a few congratulatory pints coming 

their way. 

 

As an aside a Lodge member was having a quiet pint in a 

Liverpool pub after a Lodge Meeting and people started to  

send pints over to him to ‘commiserate over his loss’.  Un-

abashed our hero (who must have had his miserable gob on) 

drank them down graciously, and shamelessly. ~~~~~ 

http://liverpool.westlancsfreemasons.org.uk/post_detail.php?post=26901


Bro Paul Dwan  is going to risk getting his feet wet in June 

when he is  doing the 

‘Morecambe Bay Crossing 

Walk for Charity.’  He promises 

to keep on going even if his hat 

floats! 

 

This is the last call to you.  

Please give him your enthusias-

tic support.   

 

I have suggested that the local 

RNLI should be advised that they are one of his favourite 

charities—just in case.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

With the summer recess upon us it’s the last Scribbles 

until September.  I hope you have enjoyed this season’s   

efforts—masterpieces of ‘copy and paste’ and self indul-

gence on my part—particularly in regard to musical selec-

tions. 

 

You need to  be aware that I have had to change my email 

due to circumstances beyond my control.  I’m now  to be 

found at—doj1717@gmail.com and am having difficulty 

getting to grips with it.  I send emails and they don’t appear 

in the ‘sent’ folder.  No doubt I’ll work something out 

sooner or later—I have no choice.  Please update my con-

tact details if you have not done so already. 

Earworm* of the month—John Prine 

 
Is he country, is he folk?  Neither really, 

I’d call him an ‘Urban Philosopher’ listen 

up and judge for yourself here. 

 

I went to see him recently at the Bridge-

water Hall in Manchester.  It was well 

worth the trip. The line-up on stage was 

the same as on the link (except for the 

drummer). 

 

(*Earworm  sometimes known as a brainworm, sticky mu-

sic, or stuck song syndrome, is a catchy piece of music that 

continually repeats through a person's mind long after it is 

no longer playing.)  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

There's nothing as Past as a Past ... 

 

At Provincial Lodge on Wednesday, 10th May WBro Paul 

Copeland ceased to be a Provincial Steward and became a 

PAST Provincial Steward.  His glory year was over but had 

he enjoyed it? 

 

 Paul did extremely well to attend eight Installations as well 

as all our own Lodge Committees and Regular Meetings. 

 

So what are his memories of his year?  

 

In his own words .. 

  

'(1) Funniest moment - when I attended one Installation I 

overheard several Brethren talking behind my back .One 

asked the other why was my regalia red?   The reply was 'I 

think  he's visiting from Grand Lodge and holds London 

Grand Rank'. I said nothing to correct them. They bought 

me double aussie whites all evening and I sat there an-

swered all their questions about my life and work- residing 

in London (may the GAoTU forgive me), but I needed free 

aussie white and they felt honoured to have such a high 

ranking Freemason in their company. 

  

(2) I was surprised  to see how the attendance at Installa-

tions had fallen. Several Lodges I attended I'd visited before 

and what were once large strong Lodges I found to be in 

rapid decline. Many no longer sing the Masters song, indeed 

most no longer have any music in or outside the Lodge.  

  

(3) Ritual- I found that (like Downshire), the Installing Mas-

ter is not normally the outgoing Master. For Installations the 

Lodge Officers shuffle around. The Acting Lodge Officers 

just don't seem to be able to do the work and rely too heav-

ily on Past Masters of the Lodge.  Some of these senior 

members are often in their eighties- I ask the question - 

where will we be in 10 years or so? 

  

(4) Overall impression. I've had a good time and was hon-

oured to represent the Liverpool Group of Lodges, but to 

live up to their expectations, you need to be retired.  

 

I tried ( and failed  I think ) to be a good family man, busi-

nessman, Lodge Secretary and Acting Officer of the Prov-

ince- you need to split yourself in two. If you're offered an 

Acting Rank, you have got to be honest with yourself and 

ask the question, ' What's required of me?'. There should be 

no shame in a brother turning down an acting rank !!'   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Provincial Grand Lodge   - the best bit. 

The Mighty Wurlitzer Organ!! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W22vyBpnKiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqt_lLn5GIs

