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WBro Bert Norcott has retired from his position of Presi-

dent Of the Friends of Tithebarn after serving in a variety 

of roles for the last 29 years.  There is a delightful resumé 

of Bert’s service to the Tithebarn on the Provincial web-

site—just click here to be taken to it.  

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dates for the diary ... 

Thursday, 27th March  - Regular Lodge meeting, business 

to be an Explanation of the First Degree Tracing Board by 

Bro Jason Jorgenson who was Initiated in to masonry in 

Canada. Wednesday, 9th April—Provincial Grand Chapter 

at Preston.  Friday, 9th May—Tithebarn Annual Golf 

Competition—see WBro Geoff Gill for full details.  

Thursday, 5th June—Liverpool Group Golf Society com-

petition.  Details with the Secretary. 

Sunday, 13th July  - ‘Meatfeast’ at the Tithebarn.  Details 

soon from WBro Eddie Casey. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Oh what a night it was—it really was such a night! 

It has to be said that the Ladies Night held on Saturday, 8th March was an outstanding success by anyone’s standard. 

 

The Banqueting Room in Devonshire House was spectacular and the meal and the service could not be faulted.  A break 

from the usual tradition had the Toast to the Ladies (elegantly delivered by WBro Paul Robinson, an old friend of Down-

shire Lodge,) before the meal.  This also meant that Jackie responded on behalf of the Ladies before facing the meal.  

Jackie’s response was light-hearted and sincere.  Thus the more formal part of the evening was well out of the way by 

7.15.   The Ladies Song  was sung as usual after the Loyal Toast (W/Bro. Norman Pritchard accompanied by W/Bro. 

Keith Dickinson.) and then the WM and Jackie took to the floor and did an exhibition turn around the floor while the 

singer sang ‘Dance in the Old Fashioned Way’ - a rather nice touch. 

Live entertainment was by the “The Whiskey Wooders”.  For the energetic “Blue Ice Disco” completed the evening 

though I must confess that by the time that started I was safely at home sipping on my Ovaltine—can’t take the pace any 

more!   Thanks to Len, Jackie and the Social Committee for  a well-organised and successful Ladies Night to remember. 

WBro Phil Myers 50th Anniversary  
The planned lunch had to be cancelled as the pub had 

closed for refurbishment!  It will be rescheduled soon. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.westlancsfreemasons.org.uk/our-charitable-work/homes/tithebarn/tithebarn-news/


Freemasons give 

£20,000 Emergency 

Grant for UK Flood 

Relief Efforts 

20 February 2014 
The British Red Cross 

UK Flood Relief efforts 

As flooding continues to 

affect many areas of Eng-

land and Wales causing 

widespread damage and 

disruption to many com-

munities, the President of 

the Freemasons’ Grand 

Charity, Richard Hone 

QC has today approved a 

£20,000 emergency grant 

for the British Red Cross 

in support of their UK 

flood relief efforts.  

This emergency grant 

from the Freemasons’ 

Grand Charity is in addi-

tion to £30,000 previ-

ously donated to support 

relief and recovery efforts 

in the badly hit area of 

Somerset.  

Speaking about the dona-

tion, Richard Hone QC, President of the Freemasons' 

Grand Charity said: “As gale force winds, torrential rain, 

tidal surges and flooding continue to affect large areas of 

Britain, it is clear that people in the affected areas need 

urgent support. Freemasons care deeply about their local 

communities and we hope that this donation will assist 

many of the people whose lives have been devastated by 

this ongoing disaster.”  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Freemasons’ millions (all £82M of them) aren’t true 

charity, rules judge ... 

 

Freemasons will be denied a multi-million pound tax 

break after a judge ruled that their governing body was not 

sufficiently “philanthropic” to be exempt from VAT, de-

spite being the second largest charitable donor in the 

country. The United Grand Lodge of England, which in 

2010 donated more than £82 million to good causes, was 

told that its emphasis on caring for fellow masons meant 

its giving was not “wholly philanthropic”.  

 

Click on the following links for the full story Vat tele-

graph  or Third Sector  The judgement may be appealed. 

 

It’s ironic that this decision was handed down on the same 

day that the Church of Scientology celebrated it’s first 

official wedding.  Scientology is a system of belief that 

attempts to place man in a cosmological hierarchy, while 

offering spiritual guidance to its members, and requiring 

of them certain leaps of faith. 

 

Perhaps our insistence that we are not a religion has 

worked against us in this instance? 

If the answer is If the answer is 163,153 what is the question?what is the question?  

  
How many registered charities are there in England and 

Wales?  Taking the joint population as 56.6 million that’s 

one charity for every 347 people.  

 

The sector employs 862,691 staff and there are 1,494,491 

volunteers. Income is £59.91bn and Expenditure £57.63bn 

– 88.54%.  Almost half the charities have an income of 

less than £10,000. 

 

Are there too many charities?  Every time you go to town 

you are accosted by box-rattlers at Central Station (and at 

Moorfields duplicated box-rattlers at the top and bottom 

of the escalators.)  Supermarkets—ditto.  All worthy 

causes it must be said, and it certainly is said by the col-

lectors.  BUT I for one have become weary and, to my 

shame, have started avoidance techniques to avoid con-

frontation. 

 

It seems that every time there is a personal tragedy some-

one immediately sets up a ‘fund’ of some sort in some-

ones memory, community guilt sets in, functions are held, 

charity parachute jumps etc.  But how long is it before 

enthusiasm wanes—people have short memories.   

 

Then there is the proliferation of overlapping charities.  

An article in the Guardian as far back as 2000 revealed 

that “The charity commission lists 620 cancer charities 

alone and more than 200 charities working with homeless 

people just in London.”  In this, the West Lancashire Free-

masons are ahead of the game by some years ago combin-

ing a number of disparate charities into the ‘West Lanca-

shire Freemasons Charity’. 

 

The Lodge Committee recently received a request from 

one of the Province’s Sporting Societies seeking ‘Patrons’ 

for the Society -”It is the Chairman’s wish that all Lodges/

Chapters will support as patrons the Society by donating a 

minimum £12.00 or £6.00 respectively, which will be 

donated to the West Lancashire Masonic Charities, in its 

entirety.”  

 

So the individual Lodges send a cheque to the Society 

which then makes a donation to the Charities in the name 

of the Society!  So who gets the credit for this sleight of 

hand then?  The Committee decided to merely ‘note’ the 

request. 

 

Individual donations are deeply personal (after all ‘with us 

the rich and poor unite ...’) so there can be no hard and 

fast rules.   

 

Charities supported are also influenced by individual cir-

cumstances.  I have a slight moral dilemma in regard to 

my unswerving loyalty to the RNLI. Having given up 

boating recently my reliance on there being a lifeboat 

handy every weekend  has vanished.  Do I continue to 

support them for their services—on which I never 

called—or do I cancel that Direct Debit  and transfer that 

portion of my charitable giving to something more rele-

vant to me—Alzheimer's for example.  

 ~~~~~~ 

 

 EVERYMAN BISTRO HAS RE-OPENED.  FOUR REAL ALES ON THE PUMPS.  SMELLS ALL NEW LIKE! 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/10661581/Freemasons-millions-arent-true-charity-rules-judge.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/10661581/Freemasons-millions-arent-true-charity-rules-judge.html
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/Finance/article/1282720/court-rules-against-vat-rebate-freemasons/
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/debate/debate-as-its-first-official-wedding-takes-place-is-scientology-a-religion-like-any-other-9147703.html
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http:/www.charitycommission.gov.uk/showcharity/registerofcharities/sectordata/sectoroverview.aspx
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-uk--england-and-wales--scotland-and-northern-ireland/mid-2011-and-mid-2012/index.html
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2000/nov/08/guardiansocietysupplement5

