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HAPPY 2016 ... 

Did everyone have a happy and relaxing Christmas and 

New Year?  Are we fired up to take on board anything 

2016 may throw at us? Will this be a year of change and 

challenge each of us and for the Lodge?  Time alone will 

tell.   

~~~~~~~ 

The Lodge Christmas Party was considered a success I 

understand so brace yourselves for the next big social 

event the Ladies Night to be held on Saturday, 19th 

March 2016, again at the Devonshire.  Further informa-

tion will be forthcoming soon. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dates for the Diary 
Thursday, 28th January, Regular Lodge Meeting, Busi-

ness to be a Third Degree.   

 

It is a sort of Past Masters’ Night where 

all the Principal Offices will be taken 

by Past Masters—this used to be a regu-

lar feature long years ago since it gave 

the panel of Provincial and Past Master 

Prompters the chance to show us young 

‘uns how it should be done.  It was also 

usual to work two degrees in the eve-

ning—an Initiation and a Passing.  It 

was also usual that the two ceremonies 

would be carried out by two entirely 

different teams of Past Masters.  Lux-

ury! 

 

 

Wednesday, 3rd February, Royal Victo-

ria Lodge Installation which be hon-

oured be the presence of our RWPGM 

Bro Tony Harrison.  This is a clash with 

our regular Lodge Committee however. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Friday, 11th March,  the Provincial Grand Masonic Ball 

is being rebranded for 2016.  Previously the Ball was open  

primarily for Masters in Office and their Ladies. It will 

now be known as the Grand Ball and Banquet to more 

clearly demonstrate that it is an event for ALL Masons 

and their partners – from Entered Apprentice to the high-

est office in the Province! 

Furthermore, to encourage newer Masons to come along 

and enjoy this premier event of the Province’s social cal-

endar a special concessionary ticket price of £32 is being 

offered to all ‘light blues’ who have not attained the chair 

(including Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts) 

 

As a footnote the first time I was in the Chair, in 1986, the 

Provincial Ball was held, as now, on a Friday Night and 

the Lodge Ladies Night happened to be on the following 

night.  This, as you may imagine required the purchase of 

TWO posh frocks just in case Friday’s posh frock was 

somehow rendered unfit for wearing the following night! 

 

While the Provincial Ball was an enjoyable experience the 

dining in full regalia bit was rather less thrilling, in par-

ticular the wearing of the Master’s cuffs made eating a 

rather uncomfortable experience. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This benign 

looking old 

chap was WBro 

Ted Becque—

AKA ’Mr 

Downshire’ he 

knew the ritual 

so well that he 

would say it 

along with you 

even when you 

were the WM. 

Very stressful!  
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REMINDER 

 

Lodge Subs fell due on 1st October last year. 

 

Chapter 594 subs are now due. 

 

Would Brethren/Companions pay their dues ASAP 

please.  A Lodge/Chapter Treasurer should NEVER be 

put in the position where he has to send out reminders. 

 

In particular a Treasurer should NOT be put in the 

position where he has to telephone you to get you to 

pay up! 

 

In accordance with our By-Laws Brethren six months 

in arrears are liable to have their membership termi-

nated. 
Leonie and Paul’s wedding at Crewe Hall on 30th October 

WELCOME to Finlay Maurice McLoughlin .... 

My!  How’s he 

grown. 

LOTZ 

 

From time to time some tantalizing bits of information 

come to light regarding past members.  Recently a Mrs 

Lotz was in contact regarding her husband, now deceased, 

John Harold Lotz, occupation Clerk, who was Initiated on 

26th January 1950, aged 24. He resigned on 19th August 

1964 when his work took him away from the city. His 

proposer was J H Lotz (Snr). Which is interesting since 

the only other Lotz in the Lodge was John Bowyer Lotz ‘ 

occupation Clerk, who was Initiated, aged 25, on 27th 

January 1912, he died in 1955.   

 

Mrs Lotz returned to the Lodge a Centenary Jewel and a 

Charity Jewel.  She now lives in the North East. 

 

So, not lots known about the Lotz’s but an on-line search 

did produce evidence of a brother of Lotz (Snr) - Har-

old—who was killed in action in the First World War— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 the home addresses match. 

 

Let’s hope more snippets about former members come our 

way.  It helps to flesh out what up until now are just 

names in a Register and it can be easy to overlook the fact 

that they were all flesh and blood, like us, and had lives 

equally, if not more, interesting than ours. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


