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CALLED TO THE GRAND LODGE ABOVE 

Worshipful Brother Herbert Charles Norcott PAGDC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Bert joined Downshire Lodge on the 24th November 1960, was Passed on the 20th December 1960 and finally Raised on 

25th May 1961 – by the Acting WM—none other than WBro Teddy Becque (Mr Downshire himself!)   Invested as a 

Steward at the Installation in 1961 Bert progressed steadily up the ladder and finally was Installed as the Worshipful Mas-

ter on the 26th October 1972.  In those days it really did take 10 years to get to the Chair. 

 

His Ladies Night was held in Dovedale Towers on Friday, the 30th March. Bert had a busy year in the Chair and all the 

ceremonies were ‘doubles’ – one of which was the Raising of the late WBro Jim Fyles and me. 

 

In 1984 Bert received his first Provincial Grand rank PPrSGD and in1989 was promoted to PPrJGW.  In 1995 came the 

supreme accolade (?) when Bert was appointed to Grand Lodge as a PAGDC, and I was one of the fortunate few who 

accompanied him to Great Queens Street to see him being invested. Did this honour change him?  Not a jot, he still pre-

ferred the company and companionship of the Brethren of Downshire Lodge.  Indeed at his request there was no Provin-

cial fuss when he achieved his 50 years in Masonry and all those present were those he wanted to be there.  And what a 

great night we had! 

 

Charity as we all know is one of the cornerstones of Freemasonry.  Charity comes in many forms—cash is one of them 

but perhaps the most important is time.  Bert was generous with his time, not only to charity in general but, more specifi-

cally to the Friends of the Tithebarn.  For well over 25 years Bert gave up his time to the Tithebarn and rose steadily 

through the ranks from Committee Member via Secretary, Chairman and finally President.  On standing down he was 

elected as an Honorary Life President of The Friends of Tithebarn and he continued to attend the regular committee meet-

ings right up to the end. 

 

Bert will be sorely missed for his kindness and consideration to younger, less experienced brethren to whom he would 

give wise counsel (not that it was always heeded!)  He was excellent company and willing to have a go at almost any-

thing.  Always smartly turned out with his shoes shined he resembled either a country squire or a bookie’s runner. 

 

There is a bit in the Installation of a new Worshipful Master that goes, “May you live respected and die regretted.”  Full 

marks on both those points WBro Bert.  It is an honour and a privilege to have had you as a friend and a Brother. 

15th October 1930—4th February 2016 



Downshire Lodge Members flank WBro Bert as he celebrates his Golden Jubilee in Masonry, 24th November 2010 

It’s that time of year again ... 
when envelopes are slipped through letterboxes offering 

Brethren a first Provincial rank, or a promotion. 

So it’s CONGRATULATIONS to:- 

WBro Paul Copeland, our Secretary has been offered the 

Acting rank of Provincial Grand Steward—they are the 

ones who wear the reddish aprons.  There are less than 20 

of these appointed in the whole of the Province of West 

Lancashire so it is an honour for Paul and the Lodge that 

he has been chosen. 

 

WBro Terry Longworth, our IPM has been appointed to 

the rank of Past Provincial Junior Grand Deacon.  Terry 

is, of course, now the Senior Past Master in the Lodge 

having been through the Chair in 1982. 

 

Friends of Downshire have also received promotions ... 

 

WBro David Newland, Woolton Lodge of Unity 1086 has 

been promoted to Past Provincial Senior Grand Warden. 

 

WBro John Leisk, Toxteth Lodge 1356, Past Provincial 

Grand Superintendent of Works.   

 

PGL is at Blackpool on 12th May 

 
Royal Arch Appointments 

 

Downshire Chapter 

EComp Allan Riddell, Past Provincial Grand Standard 

Bearer 

 

EComp Alan Riley Past Provincial Deputy Sword 

Bearer. 

 

EComp David Newland, Past Provincial Grand Scribe 

Nehemiah 

  

(EComp Simon Weatherup, Royal George Chapter 4119, 

Past Provincial Grand Standard Bearer.) 

 

PGC is at Southport on 11th April 
  

Finally ... 

I have already covered Bert’s Masonic history. Bert’s pri-

vate life centered around his family, his wife Doreen, 

Jayne and Helen their daughters and the 6 grandchildren 

of whom Bert was immensely and justifiably  proud.   

 

Sadly Doreen died in January 2011 and Bert lost the love 

of his life.  He had no major problems domestically since 

being very organised he set himself a routine and kept to 

it.  He also developed outside interests; at painting for 

example he outsold Van Gough. Van Gough 1 Bert 2. 

Trained in massage he provided physical relief and relaxa-

tion to the good folk of Crosby. Bert also staffed a 

‘listening ear’ service and dispensed sympathy and advice 

in equal measures.  He still attended meetings of the 

Friends of Tithebarn Committee.  And, of course he con-

tinued to support his Lodge, its Committees and social 

functions. 

ALL’S WELL! 

THEY’RE TOGETHER AGAIN. 

The only date that must be put in your di-

ary is our upcoming LADIES’ NIGHT to 

be held at The Devonshire Hotel on Satur-

day, 19th March. 

 

 Reserve your places now (and bring a few 

friends too) by contacting the WM, WBro 

Len Farrell or our Secretary.  ~~~~~~ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYKVb7T1n2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYKVb7T1n2I

