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2014 certainly got off to a flying start ... 
with WBro Mike Neville’s talk based on his book ‘Sacred 

Secrets’.   

 

Highly entertaining as well as interesting and also some-

how embarrassing as the shallows of our biblical knowl-

edge were exposed for all the world to see when it came to 

question time. 

 

WBro Mike was a delight to have with us and he certainly 

gave us a much needed dollop of Daily Advancement in 

Masonic Knowledge.  

 

I am currently dipping into ‘Sacred Secrets’ and realising 

just how much blood was spilt throughout the Old Testa-

ment.  Not only in straightforward battles but also in the 

sacking of cities as well as more isolated, though no less 

gruesome, acts of gratuitous violence.  Genocide and en-

slavement of defeated enemies was the order of the day. 

 

Monday, 27th January was ‘Holocaust Memorial Day’, it 

was exactly 69 years since the liberation of Auschwitz.  

Was anything learned from Auschwitz?  One wonders. 

Since then how many horrors and how much violence has 

been carried out by man on man, tribe on tribe, religion on 

religion.  Examples fresh in our minds should be atroci-

ties, such as the genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia 

and Darfur 

 

Has our so called civilisation learnt nothing from the 

past—or are we learning lessons from the Bible—have a 

read through the Old Testament Book of Judges and tot up 

the body count. 

 

Pete Seeger has died aged 94—  I saw him in Liverpool in 

the mid ‘50s. We were all into folk music then weren’t 

we!  He wrote ‘Where Have All the Flowers Gone’ and 

was persecuted by the US House Un-American Activities 

Committee for being an outspoken anti-war campaigner 

and ‘commie sympathiser’. 

 

  

 

 

3rd May 1919 27th January 2014 

Pete Seeger  RIP 

PROVINCIAL HONOURS—CONGRATULATIONS 

 

To WBro Bill Allan on his promotion in Craft to Past Pro-

vincial Senior Grand Deacon—a well deserved honour. 

 

To Companion Sammy Gedling, Downshire Chapter, on 

his first appointment to the rank of Past Provincial Assis-

tant Grand Director of Ceremonies.  Long awaited and 

very welcome—congratulations Sam.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WHILE IN CONGRATULATORY MOOD -  
  

WBro Phil Myers PPrAGDC, will celebrate his 50 Years 

in Masonry, and Downshire Lodge, on the day of our next 

Meeting—27th February.  Phil will not be with us on that 

evening since he lives out towards Mold way and is disin-

clined to travel these days.  A deputation of us will head 

off out to meet him at the Red Lion in Northop on a date 

to be arranged and he will be presented with his 50 years 

Certificate and pin, and possibly a bottle of red wine too.  

 

Phil was in the Chair in 1976 and I recall him being a very 

confident and competent ritualist.   He was employed by 

Liverpool City Council and moved out to live on a small 

‘spread’ somewhere in Wild Wales before, eventually , 

moving into sheltered accommodation in Rhosesmor. 

 

Phil’s wife, Marjorie, died in 2010 but he does have a 

daughter  living in Liverpool who keeps an eye on him 

and he is blessed with good neighbours.  WBro Paul 

Copeland keeps in touch both by phone and personal visit 

and has even offered to bring him in to Lodge.   

 

So on behalf of the Lodge—Congratulations to Phil—you 

are not forgotten. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

DON’T FORGET 

LADIES’ NIGHT 

SATURDAY 8TH MARCH 

 

FILL  IN 

THAT ‘WE’RE COMING’ FORM 

NOW!! 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1y2SIIeqy34


 

SCRIBBLES - NOVEMBER 1997 
DOWNSHIRE LODGE HITS THE NET 

Downshire Lodge now has a presence on the World Wide Web. On 11th October Downshire went live initially on compu-

serve but now at www.LINK BROKEN Can I immediately repeat the disclaimer which appears on the Web page that it 

has been produced entirely by me without the official support of anyone so all views expressed are mine alone. 

I decided it was time to set up a web page after attending a short course at Liverpool University which fired my desire to 

get us on the web. The site is somewhat basic but can only get better with time - and the help of others more computer 

literate than I. I think we are certainly the first lodge in the 6th Liverpool Group and possibly the first in West Lancashire 

to have a site. 

There are some problems to be faced. One is that I intend to put 'Scribbles' into my web page but have no wish to cause 

anyone any embarrassment - I know only too well how some employers view freemasonry - so I need to be circumspect 

about publishing anyone's name. As a starting point I won't put anyone's name out to the world without asking them first. 

I would like to think, however, that anyone who is retired would have no problems with being 'outed'. If anyone does not 

wish a world wide mention under any circumstances just let me know. 

"Born in Blood", by John J Robinson 

This is a book which has been around for some years now. By an American, John J Robinson, it was first published in the 

UK in 1990. Subtitled "The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry" it's one of those books your hear mentioned a lot but don't al-

ways get around to reading. Well, having just been away on holiday I decided to take it along as my holiday reading. I did 

not regret my choice. 

John Robinson (who is not a Mason) makes a persuasive case for linking the Knights Templar directly to Freemasonry. 

The Templars were warrior priests who kept vows of celibacy and chastity, were not permitted to retreat in battle and 

obeyed no-one except the Pope. 

However, in 1307 at the behest of the King of France, who wanted to acquire their wealth, Pope Clement V ordered the 

arrest of all Templars. The date was Friday, 13th October, and ever since Friday 13th has been considered unlucky, it cer-

tainly was for the fifteen thousand Templars who were arrested that day and subjected to a hideous campaign of torture 

and execution. But in England the king, Edward II was reluctant to enforce the Papal Bull and a delay of three months 

allowed the Templars to go underground and become a secret society. 

John Robinson goes on to expound his theory that while the Templars had good reasons for remaining a society with se-

crets the same could not be said of medieval stonemasons. He goes on to draw lonks between masonic vocabulary and the 

Norman French that the Templars spoke and suggests that much of the architecture of lodges as well as the signs, symbols 

and clothing of masons couild be traced back to the Templars. 

Was I convinced? Yes, I think I was, but read the book yourself and see if you agree. 

"The Sign and the Seal" 
was another book I took away with me. It turned out yet again to involve those men of mystery the Templars. The book, 

by Graham Hancock, is the record of a quest for the lost Ark of the Covenant. Hancock comes across as a non-violent 

version of Indiana Jones in Raiders of the Lost Ark. His well documented research takes him all over the Middle East. 

The destruction of King Solomon's Temple is an historical fact. But nowhere in the Bible does it say what happened to 

that most holy object which was kept in the Sanctum Sanctorum, the Ark of the Covenant. It simply ceases to be men-

tioned in the Bible at all. Starting from this point and coupled with the fact that while working in Ethiopia Hancock is told 

that the true Ark is kept in a temple at Axum the quest begins. 

So where do the Templars come in? It's a fact that the nine original Templars spent the first nine years of their existence in 

Jerusalem ensconced in their headquarters - the former mosque al Aqsa - apparantly doing very little. Hancock believes 

that they were busy digging in search of the Ark which they failed to find as it was not there but in Ethiopia whence it had 

been taken by Prince Menelik, who was the son of Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, some centuries earlier. 

Did Hancock find the Ark? I'll let you read the book and find out for yourself. Next read, I suppose, will have to be 

"Hiram's Key". 

News from the Net 
There has been some very intriguing correspondence regarding the word 'free' as in 'free and of good report'. Some consti-

tutuions appear to apply the word free to mean not only free from bondage but also free from physical defect. The Regius 

Manuscript which dates from the late 13th century is acknowledged to be the first written constitution of freemasonry and 

its Fifth Article reads: 

" Make no 'prentice that is deformed, it is mean, as you may hear that he have all his limbs whole together. 

To the craft it were great shame, to make a halt man and a lame, 

For an imperfect man of such blood, should do the craft but little good." 

 

In the undoubtedly harsh environment of those times it might well have been eminently sensible to working masons to 

have that strict injunction but in today's more enlightened times they surely have no place. 

Mind you the self same Regius Manuscript also exhorted our forefathers, amongst other things, that when addressing the 

Master he "should not shuffle, sniffle or spit." One that still pertains is the requirement that "a brother should break wind 

quietly!" (Although I have visited some lodges ...) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I was poking around my PC recently and found the page below which I display for your amusement.  When chang-

ing PCs so much stuff gets lost along the way—particularly photos.  In those days I couldn’t include photos— I 

had neither a digital camera nor a scanner! 


