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Freemasons’ Hall, was formally opened in 1933 as the Masonic Peace Memorial and it was, and is, a memorial to all 

those Freemasons who died in the First World War. Acknowledging this and as part of the Tercentenary celebrations, the 

United Grand Lodge is going to have a memorial pavement laid outside the Tower doors with details of all the English 

Freemasons awarded the Victoria Cross during the First World War. The date have chosen for the ceremony is 25th April. 

 

Among the names on that pavement will be that of Bro Ronald Neil Stuart VC DSO, Downshire Lodge No 594.  

Bro Stuart was Initiated  on  20th December 1931  and remained a Member until his death at the age of  67 in 1954. 

Receiving his VC from 

HM George V 

‘Action of H.M.S "Pargust" on the 7th June, 1917. 

On the 7th June, 1917, while disguised as a British merchant vessel with a dummy gun 

mounted aft, H.M.S. "Pargust" was torpedoed at very close range. Her boiler-room, en-

gine-room, and No. 5 hold were immediately flooded, and the starboard lifeboat was 

blown to pieces. The weather was misty at the time, fresh breeze and a choppy sea. The 

"Panic Party", under the command of Lieutenant F. R. Hereford, D.S.C., R.N.R., aban-

doned ship, and as the last boat was shoving off, the periscope of the submarine was ob-

served close before the port beam about 400 yards distant. The enemy then submerged, 

and periscope reappeared directly astern, passing to the starboard quarter, and then round 

to the port beam, when it turned again towards the ship, breaking surface about 50 yards 

away. The lifeboat, acting as a lure, commenced to pull round the stern; submarine fol-

lowed closely and Lieutenant Hereford, with complete disregard of the danger incurred 

from the fire of either ship or submarine (who had trained a maxim on the lifeboat), con-

tinued to decoy her to within 50 yards of the ship. The "Pargust" then opened fire with all 

guns, and the submarine, with oil squirting from her side and the crew pouring out of the 

conning tower, steamed slowly across the bows with a heavy list. The enemy crew held up 

their hands in token of surrender, whereupon fire immediately ceased. The submarine then 

began to move away at a gradually increasing speed, apparently endeavouring to escape in 

the mist. Fire was reopened until she sank, one man clinging to the bow as she went down. 

The boats, after a severe pull to the windward, succeeded in saving one officer and one 

man. American Destroyers and a British sloop arrived shortly afterwards, and the 

"Pargust" was towed back to port. As on the previous occasions, officers and men dis-

played the utmost courage and confidence in their captain, and the action serves as an 

example of what perfect discipline, when coupled with such confidence, can achieve. 

(The award of the Victoria Cross to Lieut. Ronald Neil Stuart, D.S.O., R.N.R., and Sea. 

William Williams, R.N.R., O.N., 6224A., was announced in The London Gazette no. 

30194, dated 20 July 1917.)’ 

Our WM, Bro Phil Clements, accompanied by WBro Paul Copeland will represent 594. 

Ronald Neil Stuart 

26/08/1886—08/02/1954 

Bro Stuart trained as a Merchant Navy officer—and was shipwrecked twice whilst train-

ing— being in the Royal Naval Reserve he was called up at the outbreak of hostilities.   

After carrying out duties he found tedious he was finally posted to serve on  a Q ship. 

The Q-ship, was one of the most closely guarded secrets of the war. Their codename re-

ferred to the vessels' home port, Queenstown, in Ireland. These became known by the 

Germans as a U-Boot-Falle ("U-boat trap"). A Q-ship would appear to be an easy target, 

but in fact carried hidden armaments. A typical Q-ship might resemble a tramp steamer 

sailing alone in an area where a U-boat was reported to be operating. By seeming to be a 

suitable target for the U-boat's deck gun, a Q-ship might encourage the U-boat captain to 

make a surface attack rather than use one of his limited number of torpedoes. The Q-ships' 

cargoes were light wood (balsa or cork) or wooden casks, so that even if torpedoed they 

would remain afloat, encouraging the U-boat to surface to sink them with a deck gun. The 

crew might even pretend to "abandon ship". Once the U-boat was vulnerable, the Q-ship's 

panels would drop to reveal the deck guns, which would immediately open fire. At the 

same time, the White Ensign (Royal Navy flag) would be raised. With the element of sur-

prise, a U-boat could be quickly overwhelmed.  The cunning plan worked—see citation 

Charing Cemetery, Kent 



Bro Paul Dwan  is going to risk getting his feet wet in June 

when he is  doing the Morcambe Bay crossing Walk for 

Charity.   

 

Please give him your 

enthusiastic support.   

 

I have suggested that 

the RNLI should be 

advised that they are 

one of his favourite 

charities—just in case.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Another icon gone! 

It’s so long to Chuck Berry, the ‘Father of Rock and Roll’ 

who died aged 90 on 18th March 2017   

Click HERE to see him in action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I saw him a few times here and there.  Great entertainer but 

always something slightly sinister about him.  Shallow evi-

dence I know but I never ever heard him sing a gospel song. 

 

Best session I saw was when he shared the bill with Jerry 

Lee Lewis and Little Richard.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ALWAYS ASK, NEVER ASSUME! 

  

His request approved, the CNN News photographer quickly 

used a cell phone to call the local airport to charter a flight. 

He was told a twin-engine plane would be waiting for him 

at the airport. 

 

Arriving at the airfield, he spotted a plane warming up out-

side a hanger. He jumped in with his bag, slammed the door 

shut, and shouted, 'Let's go'. 

 

The pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took 

off.  Once in the air, the photographer instructed the pilot, 

'Fly over the valley and make low passes so I can take pic-

tures of the fires on the hillsides.' 

 

'Why?' asked the pilot. 

 

'Because I'm a photographer for CNN' , he responded, 'and I 

need to get some close up shots.' 

 

The pilot was strangely silent for a moment, finally he stam-

mered, 'So, what you're telling me, is . . . You're NOT my 

flight instructor?' 

Dates for the diary. 

Wednesday, 5th April. Lodge Committee, followed by a 

practice. 

 

Also on Wednesday, 5th April Royal Victoria Lodge, No 

1013 will be working a Third Degree.  A regular  visitor to 

our Lodge, WBro John Leisk, will be performing the cere-

mony so it’s bound to be a good’un.  The Candidate is  Bro 

Lee Kelly a young and enthusiastic mason with whom I 

became acquainted last year at Royal Vic’s Installation 

when he was but an Entered Apprentice and so was being 

thrown out very early on in the proceedings.  I asked the 

Installing Master’s permission to accompany him into the 

bar and during the course of conversation he confided that 

he had already learnt the Working Tools of the First Degree 

and, on my challenging him, he proved it! 

 

There is the clash between Royal Vic and our Committee 

but there is no need to stay for the Festive Board at Royal 

Vic.  It is perfectly acceptable just to visit a lodge for the 

ceremony alone.  I estimate that the ceremony will end 

about 7.15 so we would not be terribly late to join in our 

Committee.  If interested WBro Len will be taking names. 

 

Wednesday, 19th April.  Everton Lodge, No 823, will have a 

lecture on ‘Freemasonry in the Trenches’. WBro Len Farrell 

will act as co-ordinator for those of us wishing to attend.  

Meal bookings will need to be in about a week before. 

 

Thursday, 27th April.  Regular Lodge meeting—business to 

be decided. 

 

Wednesday, 10th May.  Provin-

cial Grand Lodge to be held in 

the Winter Gardens, Blackpool.  

MMs are welcome to attend. 

WBro Peter Francis will re-

ceive his promotion to 

PPrGSwdB. We will not be 

staying in Blackpool to dine but 

will probably dine homeward bound at the Rufford Arms as 

we have done so often in the past.   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We are exhorted to extend our researches into the ‘hidden 

paths of nature and science’.  Who isn’t a cloud watcher?  

I got paid to be one while working in the Met Office and the 

fascination is still there so I joined The Cloud Appreciation 

Society why don’t you join me?  ~~~~~~~ 

Are YOU a Fully Paid Up Member? 

 

Subscriptions fell due on 1st October 2016 and our Byelaws  

specify that anyone 6 months in arrears may be excluded 

from the Lodge.  If you are in arrears (and to be fair I don’t 

know if anyone is!) please sort things out with our Treas-

urer, WBro Simon Weatherup asap.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpitvLeNjuE
https://cloudappreciationsociety.org/
https://cloudappreciationsociety.org/

